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Guest Letter

TBC Editor’s letter is on Page 54



4

The Manse
8 Murray Avenue

Tarves
Dear Friends

Before I sat down to write this, I reread my last letter for TBC.  In it I mentioned some
of the things that we were hoping to achieve over the course of this year – not least
the refurbishment of the Youth Hall in Tarves.  And I was reminded of those words of
Scotland’s favourite bard, “The best laid schemes o' mice an' men gang aft a-gley.”
But as you will read elsewhere these plans have been merely postponed not can-
celled.  Once work can resume, we hope the Youth Hall will be near the top of the
list.

But it was the last paragraph of that letter that struck me hardest – in that paragraph
I had said that although the Church doors might be shut during worship to keep the
cold out, people could be assured of a warm welcome inside.  Little did I envisage
that by the time that TBC was printed and delivered we would be hurtling along the
road towards lock-down.  Within a couple of weeks our Church buildings like many
other public buildings, had to be shut down for everyone’s safety.

That was a very difficult time for everyone, trying to discern the way forward through
circumstances that changed daily.  But as someone once said, “God never shuts
one door without opening another”.  And I believe that has been true for the Church
around the world, as congregations have been active along with others in serving
their communities and loving their neighbours in many different ways.

In Tarves, I would like to thank all those who have volunteered, shopped and donat-
ed to the Care for the Community project.  But there are a few people, who right at
the beginning of lock-down offered me particular encouragement.  There is our new
Head Teacher from Tarves Primary school, Mrs Conn, who despite being catapulted
into a new way of teaching through “Google Classrooms”, thought it would be good
for the children to do something to help the community – their cheerful pictures have
delighted the recipients.  There is the Editor of the TBC, Ruth Nisbet who, despite
requiring to shield, agreed to take on from home the coordination of the project.
There are the couple who arrived at Church bearing bags of goods for distribution,
the lady who phoned that very same day offering her services as a volunteer, and
someone else who undertook to help with shopping at Hanover Court. They know
who they are!  And last but not least there is Doreen Brown who very early on, took
over the work of packing the bags and has attended to the practical aspects of the
project ever since.  I would like to thank them all for their encouragement.

Then there was the willingness of the local shops to act as collection points for dona-
tions.  And to support all this, there was the award of some funding from the Scottish
Government Resilience Fund and the Peoples Party, along with the Community
Council have accessed more funding.  I hope and pray that sometime in the not too
distant future, there will be an opportunity to celebrate and give thanks for all who
have supported this project.  In the meantime, the project is still ongoing and
newneeds are coming to light every week.  As far as the congregation are con-
cerned elders are keeping in regular touch with their Districts by telephone.
of help please contact Ruth Nisbet on 851887.
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In Barthol Chapel, there is also a pastoral care network with residents being encour-
aged to set up WhatsApp groups for local groups of houses to enable neighbours to
care for one another.  And help is available through the BCCA and the Church.

In the meantime, worship and discussion groups in both congregations have gradu-
ally moved on-line.   And I am grateful to Barthol Chapel congregation in particular
for their patience and sense of humour as we have experimented with services on
Zoom.  In Tarves, we have resumed the challenge of reading through the bible us-
ing the Community Bible Experience programme and at Barthol Chapel are looking
at “A Way Through the Wilderness” with the prophet Isaiah.  If you would like a link
to any of these worship or discussion groups then our Session Clerks can provide
these.  You will be very welcome to join in – unfortunately for security reasons we
cannot publish the links on our web-site - although you can find out more about
what is happening on web-site and face book.

The last few weeks have been hard for many who have been ill or suffered the loss
of a loved one or who work for the NHS.  For the rest of us it has been a steep
learning curve.  As we look forward to lock-down easing, I am sure that I’m not the
only one who is experiencing a bit of trepidation about what this next step might in-
volve.  But I’m also excited to see what doors God will open next and how.

I leave you with the poem/prayer written by a colleague and friend, Lezley Stewart,
“A New Normal”.

With warmest wishes
Parish Minister

Every normal was once new....
it did not arrive,
but came to be.

Time and tide,
call and creativity,
all played their part
in where we arrived -
in this life in God
which we called normal.

And what of Christ,
our hope, our strength -
whose normal, once,
was family life,
learning carpenter’s ways?

Did he welcome
his call and challenge,
this change to all he knew?

Did he also feel loss,
longing for the familiar,
even while bringing life?

And one day
our new normal,
(still becoming)
will also bring
new hope -
new ways to be.

Things will change
again and always,
for life and faith
never stand still.
God is making all things new.

Even what is normal....

Lezley Stewart

A New Normal
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Tarves Primary School
Please find attached some articles written by our Prima-
ry 6s and 7s, where they talk about what it has been like
for them during Lockdown- they all seem to be making
the best of it, learning new skills and working hard at
their school work. I have also included some photo-
graphs of the pupil’s baking and VE Day parties.

During Lock Down learning has continued at Tarves
School as you can see.

Primary 1 have been writing about aliens coming to visit them for a day for their
Space project.

Primary 2 have
been learning
outside, enjoy-
ing the wonder-
ful weather and

experiencing
nature.

It was Hedgehog
appreciation week

last week so Prima-
ry 3 were learning
all about them and
have written some

poems.
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 Primary 4/5 made their own superheroes and made posters to promote their film

P5/6 have been learn-
ing all about where

their food comes from
and were baking and
enjoying the results.

Primary 6/7 researched
into what it was like to be
evacuated during the
War last term and had a
week celebrating VE day
which they ended with
organising a VE Day
party for their families.

All the children have written or created pictures saying Thank you to Key work-
ers, the postmen, the shop workers, the NHS staff and carers, the bin men, deliv-
ery drivers and the emergency services. These were distributed around or placed
in windows for everyone to see.
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Tarves School pupil describes his daily life in Lockdown
By Struan Davidson

As a 10-year-old boy I have found lockdown quite boring, but sometimes fun.

It has been boring because all of my activities have been cancelled, so there is
nothing for me to do outside of the house and garden. It is also sometimes a bit
stressful, because it is an unprecedented change and nobody knows what is going
to happen next.

On the other hand, I have had some fun too. While I have been at home, I have
cycled most days, baked cakes and made scones and helped make a treehouse
with my Dad. Building the treehouse was really exciting and so was the baking. We
also made a bike track around the house with a half mile circuit and had a really fun
VE Day party.

For my John Muir award task from school, I did some gardening, which was plant-
ing carrots, strawberries and salad leaves.

 In addition to the fun I've had, I think there are some other good things about lock-
down. Although I am missing my friends and wider family, I am getting closer to my
family in the household. I am also enjoying not having to drive to school every day,
which is good for the environment.

After 50 days I am looking forward to the ‘new normal’, which is hopefully better
than the old one. I have enjoyed cooking so I hope we can continue that after lock-
down.

Lockdown 2020
It has been more than 7 weeks since I have seen my friends in person because school
is closed due to Covid-19 outbreak and we have to stay at home to stay safe. I some-
times feel a bit lonely as I can’t have friends over or see other family members who
don’t live with us.

I have however been able to spend more time with my mum, dad and sister Ellie. We
have been going on lots more walks with our dog Murphy and bike rides, mostly to Had-
do House as we can walk or cycle to it from our house. It is actually quite good having a
sibling so I have someone else with me and we can play together (even if we get on
each other’s nerves sometimes!) We have built dens together, bounced on the trampo-
line a lot, baked lots of cakes, made a volcano, helped dad to move a tree which had
fallen over our drive way, created dances (and tried to teach mum and dad them!) and
had movie nights.

So sometimes I feel happy but other times I just miss the normal world so it’s a bit sad. I
especially miss going to my gymnastics and dancing classes. It gets a bit boring some-
times but I know it’s helping to save lives.

Home schooling is going well (except our Wi-Fi is not great) I enjoy being able to see
what my classmates and teachers have been up to. Google classroom has been a great
way to stay connected and it makes me feel less isolated especially because I stay just
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outside the village so we don’t see people walking past our house that we can give a
wave to.

I hope it gets back to some sort of normality soon but I think this has made me ap-
preciate how lucky I am to have great friends, family and stay in such a lovely part of
the world!

Katie Newlands age 10

Lockdown in Tarves
Freya Grove-White, Age 11, P6

I’m writing this on day 51 (12.05.20) of my COVID-19 lockdown journey. It has
been a rollercoaster since day 1 ( 23.03.20) when we were ordered to stay at
home and save lives.

I am locked down with my Mum, Dad and my brother who is in P5. I feel very
lucky to live in Tarves as it is so close to Haddo, Tolquhon, Formartine’s and
The Prop Of Ythsie. I have biked most days to get out in the fresh air and for
our daily exercise.

I have taken part in the 2.6 challenge (we played 26 different sports A-Z in one
day) and I ran 5K for the NHS. I also donated some of my pocket money to
Captain Tom Moore who was walking 100 laps of his garden before he turned
100.

We have been homeschooling which is definitely not like normal school. We
have been using google classroom. Our teachers put our work on every morn-
ing and we complete the tasks between 9am and 3:20pm. In my house we have
a work wall where my brother and I display our work.

Every Thursday night at 8:00pm we have been clapping for all the keyworkers
to say thank you to them for their hard work during these very strange times.

Outside of my house I have drawn on a piece of slate and it says “Thank You
Posties and Bin Men”. I have also painted a rainbow and stuck it onto our win-
dow to make people smile. We also have some teddy bears in the window too.

I also celebrated my 11th birthday in lockdown. I couldn’t see my friends so I
blew out the candles on my cake while on FaceTime to them.

Everyone has been doing a great job so far so keep up with the good work!

Isabella Peacock Lockdown Newsletter
This is my lockdown report. Every school day my sister and I sit at the dining
room table and begin our work at 9:30am. I have done lots of work, Mrs Hendry,
who is my teacher, sets us tasks to do everyday. For maths we have done lots of
work on 2D and 3D shapes so now we are about to start something new, money.
For English we have been doing lots of similes and metaphors, we have also
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been writing letters to our new P1 buddies. Last week we did some things for VE
Day, this includes making bunting for our window, baking and we had to make a
powerpoint on VE Day. We have also started a new topic. We finished our WW2
topic so our teacher thought that we should do something to do with Covid 19 so she
decided on Global Citizen. School keeps me busy for most of the day which means
that I don’t get too bored.

In the afternoon once we have finished school my sister and I either go up to our
main living room which we have turned into a gym by moving all our furniture or if it
is nice we go outside on our trampoline. If we go up to the living room we do some
gymnastics but we also have to do conditioning for our gymnastics. This includes
core activities, strength and flexibility. If it is a nice day and we are on our trampoline
we practise our skills and sometimes we even manage some new skills.I like being
outside on the trampoline because me and my sister are very giggly and we like to
play together. After we have done this we usually go for a walk unless it is pouring
with rain outside. We usually try to walk lots of different places so that we don’t get
bored of the same place.

At the weekend I get to have a lie in and I usually either read my book for a bit in
bed or I go upstairs to watch TV. If it is nice on the weekend which it usually is we
have been able to play outside and  go for walks or bike rides. My mum and dad
quite often do some gardening and we have had two BBQs which at the end of we
have got to toast marshmallows. However the last few days it has been raining and
even more surprisingly we had snow. On the rainy days we have just been playing
games and watching movies.

Lockdown has been a really weird time because I can’t see any of my friends from
gym or school and I haven’t even been outside Tarves unless you count Haddo be-
cause we cycled there a few times and we walked 6.2km one day. Sometimes I get
a bit bored and sad but most of the time I am okay. I can’t wait until things are back
to normal.

Tarves Nursery
Although we are not physically in the
Nursery just now, the staff and pupils
have been busy with online learning.

We have enjoyed stories, rhymes
and activities such as a numeracy
challenge, craft tasks and exercise
routines.

We are excited to still be able to
learn new sounds and Makaton which
is a sign and symbol language.

Orrin practising writing the letter b           and         Ruby with her drawing of an eel.
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John S. Middleton

Electrical Contractor

Alan Middleton

4 The Square
Tarves
Ellon
AB41 7JW
Tel: 01651 851662
Fax: 01651 851527

Domestic : Commercial :  Agricultural
          1 Balcairn Cottages
          Oldmeldrum, Inverurie
          Aberdeenshire AB51 0EU
             Tel:   01651 873699
             Mob: 07778 579369
enquiries@jimdowpestcontrol.co.uk

www.jimdowpestcontrol.co.uk

Jim Dow
Pest Control

Tel: 07835 410690

● Moles

● Mice

● Rats

● Wasps

Charles Ligertwood
Joiners

Charlie Ligertwood
Rowan Cottage

3 Tree Road
Tarves, ELLON

AB41 7JY
Tel: 01651 851502 Mob: 07889 770250

Fax: 01651 851502
Email: cligertwood@yahoo.co.uk

jimdowpestcontrol

Haddo Estate
Firewood

Hardwood & softwood
logs available for prompt

delivery.

Please call

01651  851664
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News from the Square
Weel fowks, fit a gran spell of wither wiv been
ha’en!. Sorry my Doric isn’t very good!!

We have had a great spring and now that summer’s
almost here, we hope the good weather continues,
especially if we still have to stay at home and be
safe.

The Square has been lovely with the polyanthus,
daffodils and tulips all blooming and this has
cheered everyone especially when we couldn’t go
far from our homes.   The summer planting will be
less than in previous years as our usual source
can’t supply due to the restrictions placed on work-
ing together and distancing etc, but we have been
very fortunate in getting a donation of begonias,

cineraria, marigolds and some other plants so the team (just 2 from same
family so no distancing problems!) will have something to plant to give a
show albeit less than normal.

I enjoyed having Hugo, the Bear, visit me and he now has a friend, the
Bear in the Square.  A bit of fun for the children and adults too!  I also saw
an Easter Bunny going around the Square and Village and there are lots
of meaningful signs
placed in various places
plus painted stones.
And all the teddy bears
in the windows – wow.
Wonder how many
there are in total?  Lots of things happening and everyone is so friendly!
Who needs to go far from home when our village is such a great place to
stay in.

I have managed to get a bit of a spruce up and still,
like a lot of you, badly in need of a hairdresser but I
am so chuffed to have got my new rainbow scarf on
in support of the NHS and the amazing work they do
not just at this time but always.

So folks, hope you all have a great summer and stay
safe.

The Tarves Plooman
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Barthol Chapel School
Head Teacher:  Mr Adrian Anderson
● St Katherines, Inverurie, Aberdeenshire, AB51 8TD

● 01651 267440

● bartholchapel.sch@aberdeenshire.gov.uk

● www.bartholchapel.aberdeenshire.sch.uk

This has been a learning curve for us all and with no end on the horizon we
continue to support learning at home. I must start by saying our pupils have
been absolutely amazing!  They have adapted to the ‘new normal’ remarka-
bly and remained motivated and positive in what must be very strange and
unsettling time for them.  As Head Teacher, I have never been more proud of
them all and I know all of you in the community will support me in saying a
huge ‘Well Done’ to all the pupils.

I also appreciate the unwavering support from Barthol Chapel School Parents
and Carers.  I do not underestimate the challenge of trying to juggle working
from home and managing home schooling. I am impressed with how adapta-
ble and resourceful they have all been in developing their own unique ap-
proaches and schedules. I know I speak on behalf of all the staff when I say
thank you for the support they have shown in such testing circumstances.

Since our school closed in March, a significant amount of positive work has
been undertaken by Barthol Chapel School Staff to help support continuity in
children learning. Our teachers have shown extraordinary dedication in
adapting and making decisions in the best interests of the children which has
been vital in ensuring continuity of learning.  Again, I know you will join me  in
showing appreciation for all they are doing for our pupils.

Although we can’t imagine this right now, we will eventually return to some
kind of normality. We don’t know exactly when that will be, but it will happen
and it’s important that we tell ourselves and the children this.  Given the un-
precedented circumstances we face, we cannot predict with any certainty
when our school will reopen.

I do hope you are all keeping safe and are managing to keep spirits high. We
wish you and your family our best wishes.
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Slating and roofing work you can trust
TEL: 01651 851395
14 Braiklay Ave, Tarves, Ellon AB41 7PU

Colin Taylor

Call Jill Grant on
01651 -851465
Or mobile
07790 336121

-
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Zooming in on Barthol Chapel Church
Zoom has been literally a ‘godsend’ over the past few weeks.  Alison, our Minister,
has conducted a service every Sunday morning, with a brief address / sermon,
and everyone’s been able to participate with prayers and pre-recorded music for
the hymns. The services have been really well ‘attended’, both on computer
screens and simply on the phone. Well done all, in putting these services together
and managing the technology so competently.

It seems likely that such services will have to continue for a few weeks yet, so
please contact Rob Fryer (sessionclerk@bartholchapel.com) if you would like to
join us at 9.45 on a Sunday morning, for half an hour or so, in what is a great way
to be with others in the community.

Bible Study: also on Zoom is the weekly Bible Study, currently discussing Isaiah
(exile in Babylon), every Thursday at 4.30; if you would like to participate (likewise,
everyone welcome), please contact Alison (tel 01651 851295).

Now for a quick ‘commercial break’: with no services in the Church, we are miss-
ing the income from the weekly offerings. Bills, of course, still have to be paid! It
would be much appreciated if members could instead make a donation to church
funds. Please contact the treasurer James Hepburn (tel 01651 806611) if you can
oblige.

Church clock:  Residents of Barthol Chapel and the immediate area will be aware
that the Church clock and bells have not been working for the past few weeks.
There has been a problem since the roof repairs were carried out, but we hope to
fix this and ‘resume normal service’ sooner rather than later.

Finally, to end on a Zoom note; we also have a Kirk Session meeting planned for
Zoom, which like-wise is a novelty. While we look forward to doing away with
Zoom whenever Church service can resume, it may well be that, come the winter,
a Zoom Kirk Session meeting in your own warm sitting room will prove a more at-
tractive proposition than the real thing in a chilly vestry; watch this space!

In the meantime, take care everyone.

Barthol Chapel Church

An alternative VE Day Parade

What Legion Parades have come to during
Covid 19!  Characters are made from sea
shells.

John Thomson
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Suitable for men and women looking for a more natural
alternative to fillers and chemical treatments to soften

the appearance of lines and wrinkles.

Now available in OLDMELDRUM.
For appointments and enquiries:

Due to the Covid-19 pandemic:

Initial consultation will be by
telephone or video (eg FaceTime /

Whats App).

Follow up appointments will be by
phone or video, but if necessary,
can be done face to face in my
clinic, strictly following current

safety guidelines.

Treatment and
rehabilitation for neck / back /
joint problems, muscle pain,
sports injuries
Pilates

Office 5
Oldmeldrum Business Centre

Colpy Way, OLDMELDRUM
Aberdeenshire

AB51 0BZ

Appointments and enquiries

Tel: 01651 851812 or
Mob: 07714 421244

day and evening appointments

email: ab121physio@gmail.com

Health Insurance approved

       call 07714 421244 or look at rejuvenatecosmeticacupuncture

Due to the COVD-19 pandemic:  At the time of printing no consultations are possible.
Telephone enquiries are welcome and names can be added to my waiting list.

Look out for updates via my Facebook page.
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Tarves Kirk News
A verse in hymn 252 says this:

“Preaching Christ, and not our customs,
let us build a bridge of care,
joining hands across the nations,
finding neighbours everywhere.”

It seems to me that during this time of lock-down and social distancing we are
more connected than ever!  We are keeping in touch with members through
phone calls, emails, letters and distanced chats.  We are even mastering the
art of Zoom so that we can ‘meet’ face-to-face for discussions and worship.

Folk appreciate a phone call,as it shows that we are thinking about them.  As
one person said to me ‘You’ve made my day!’.  Before the pandemic the
Church found itself in uncharted territory as we faced major changes.  Little
did we know that Covid-19 would force us to rediscover what it means to be
church.  Our ‘Care for the Community’ project is finding neighbours every-
where, building bridges of care with many folk around the village.  We are
grateful to those who have so willingly volunteered to help.

May I also say thank you to elders and members for continuing to put your
faith into action in a very practical way at this time.  Whether it’s phone calls,
baking, dog walking or shopping.  Every act of kindness shows that we are a
community that values ‘we’ not ‘I’.

Keep safe and keep praying.
Susanna Bichard – Session Clerk:
01651 851345 or smbichard@aol.com

Goodbye to Edith & Bert Innes
The village is going to miss two valued members of the community with
the departure of Edith and Bert to pastures new, albeit just as far as In-
verurie which at the present time, seems far away.  We in the Guild will
miss Edith especially, and so will the Church.  I personally will miss
working with her as joint leader of the Guild.  She was always willing to
undertake any task asked of her, and to help anyone in need.

I am sure all our members will join me in wishing Edith and Bert all the
best in this new chapter of their lives together.  Hopefully, we shall see
them back in Tarves from time to time.

Jean Jowett
Guild Leader
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The lockdown – a musician’s perspective.
The initial reaction to the lockdown for many busy people was one of welcome relief –
those many tasks which had been hanging around on the desk, for which there never
seemed to be enough time, might finally get done.  Without spending valuable time
on travel, or attending unproductive meetings, there would be more time for such
tasks.  As a musician, there might be more time for personal practice, so that when
normal life resumes, we might have learned some new areas of repertoire, or mas-
tered some tricky technical pieces requiring special preparation. This period might
even offer an opportunity to try a new area of repertoire, or a new piece – to engage
with something that might have been lurking at the back of the mind for some while.

The first reaction to the lockdown therefore, was not entirely negative.  But there was
one aspect for which, I, as a musician, was not prepared for, the effect of which is
really impossible to calculate. The very necessary social distancing and self-isolation
rules under which we are all presently operating, prevent the activity of performance.
The same is true of sportspeople. Whether a musician is giving a solo performance,
accompanying another musician, or leading the singing of a congregation in a serv-
ice, rather like an actor in a theatre, or a professional sportsperson, the activity is pri-
marily one of communication. The performance – at whatever level – is the end result
of many hours planning, preparing and practising.  Once this end result has been re-
moved, why continue this activity?

I am particularly fortunate in being married to Katherine, a singer and fellow musician,
and we are able to make music together. We have been active in recording music for
various Services in our music room, and that has been a great privilege, and to a cer-
tain extent has remedied some of the frustration of there being no end performance.
However, as anyone who has made recordings knows, the process is by its very na-
ture a frustrating one, as there is no feedback from an audience.

In my role as Director of Music at St. Machar’s Cathedral in Old Aberdeen, one of my
responsibilities is to run the choir. As we all know, at present choirs cannot even
meet, let alone sing.  Singing seems to be one of those activities which is very dan-
gerous to pursue when viruses are around. The expelling of air required of singing is
generally thought to hasten the spread of germs. But without actually singing, how
does a singer keep in condition? How does the Director of Music at the international
renowned King’s College, Cambridge, (and indeed at any of the major cathedrals)
feel? Nobody is allowed to recruit, rehearse or perform at the moment – the whole
justification for such activities has completely disappeared.  And It seems likely that
restrictions on these activities may well be extended for some time.

As an Organist, I am able to continue to keep my fingers and hands in trim while at
home, by practising on a piano or keyboard. But what about the pedals?  As I do not
have an organ at home, it is now over several weeks since I last played a piece of
organ music using pedals.  All organists in the same position are understandably
anxious as to whether skills honed over a lifetime will still be there when we are per-
mitted to play the pedals again.  It is not only the technique of using the feet, but the
whole business of co-ordinating the hands and feet in a complex but very accurate
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manner.  Never since I began learning the organ with lessons in my teens, have I un-
dergone a period of such enforced ‘rest’. I wonder what it will feel like that first time I
climb onto the organ stool again?

I fully realise that everyone is in the same situation and I hesitate before making spe-
cial claims for a musician at a time which is very dangerous and very difficult for eve-
ryone.  In addition to the severe physical restrictions on meeting each other, we are
very concerned about the effects of the lockdown on mental health for many in our
society.  People who for whatever reason find it difficult to isolate themselves from
their fellow citizens, deserve support from those who are able to cope.  But please
spare an odd thought for musicians at this time – as well as actors and sportsmen.
None of us can make the contribution to our communities for which we have trained.
Further, the old ‘normal’ seems very unlikely to return in its original form.  But we very
much hope that the contribution that performing artists make to the enrichment of per-
sonal experience, may be restored in the not too distant future, in such a way that we
are able to fulfil our true function for and within our respective communities.

 8.5.2020

Barthol Chapel SWI news
Barthol Chapel SWI are very pleased that the TBC has been published this quarter,
as we need as much communication as possible.

Covid 19 has left us all in Limbo unable to plan anything.

However, we are pleased to announce our achievements at the March bulb show in
Turriff.  Barthol Chapel took 1st prize (cup) for gaining most points in the baking sec-
tion. We also took 5th prize in the inter-institute competition with a Christmas scene
entry.

Our last meeting in February was a useful and informative talk by Lindsey Taylor on
recycling through a company called Terracycle. Many items that would normally end
up in landfill are recycled into useful things.  Pet food pouches, toothpaste tubes,
crisp and snack packets and much more have been recycled and help raise some
money for charities.   Lindsey organises and sorts the recycling and packages from
home.  Terracycle collects and distributes it to various recycling companies.  This is a
very time-consuming project for Lindsey but is a valuable contribution to the environ-
ment.

Sadly, our two remaining talks had to be cancelled but Val Mitchell and the speaker
from Haddo House will reschedule with us at a later date.

Meanwhile, one of our members is forging ahead with an entry for the 2021 'Country
Comes to Town' exhibition at Echt.

Normally at this point, I would be encouraging women to come to one of our meet-
ings, but that is not possible for the foreseeable future.  So, all I can say is watch this
space and stay fit and safe.

For more info tel Hazel Skinner (Secretary) on 01651 806888.
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It wasn't quite the term we had planned at Brownies, but leaders worked hard to
adapt to new restrictions and created activity packs for the girls to complete at
home, encouraging them to develop new skills and remember their Brownie
promise: to be helpful at home and in their community during these difficult
times.  They have certainly raised to the challenge, and we have been very im-
pressed with their enthusiasm, thoughtfulness and resilience in recent weeks.
We have seen Brownies challenge themselves to develop their language skills,
practice their baking, learn new knots and make and fly kites.

Many of our Brownies have found time to create lovely posters to thank key
workers in our community, and carry out litter picks whilst out for their daily exer-
cise.   We have come together with guiding members all over the UK on a Sun-
day evening to light a candle in our windows to show solidarity and keep our
guiding light burning during these challenging times.

Several unit members and leaders took the opportunity to be part of a World
record breaking challenge attempt for the world’s biggest camp hosted by North-
umberland Scouts.  An incredible 95,000 Guiding and Scouting members from
68 countries worldwide took part on the 30th April and slept in tents or dens to
smash the record!  #CampAtHome.

On a slightly smaller scale! but still great fun, Gordon county organised a virtual
24hr 'Flamingo Safari' sleepover on the 30th May for all members from Rainbows
- Rangers.  It was a great event filled with fun themed activities for the girls to
complete at home finishing with a very entertaining mass virtual campfire sin-
galong.

We were thrilled to see Helimed79 (Scotland’s 2nd air ambulance) arriving at her
new home at Aberdeen airport last month.  We kindly ask that you continue to
collect your crisp packets to raise funds through re-cycling for ‘Helimed79’ char-
ity and keep them safe for us until we are able to resume collection.

We are looking forward to a big catchup party when restrictions allow! Stay Safe.

1st Tarves Brownies (for girls aged 7-10) meet on a Wednesday evening 6.15-
7.30pm at Tarves Primary School. Please email Tarvesbrownies@gmail.com for
further information or check out https://www.girlguiding.org.uk
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Tarves Heritage Project Spring catch-up
Usually, The Heritage would by now have opened its doors for a new season –
but lockdown got in the way.

During our closed season, we had been particularly busy preparing an exciting
range of new displays.  Communications, Transport, Toys for Boys (some for
Girls too!) and converting our underused office space into a farm kitchen, circa
1950.  All finished and ready exactly one week before life changed for all of
us.....

We thank TBC for this extra space and the opportunity of sharing some stories
and pictures of what we know you’ll enjoy once restrictions lift.  There was ar-
ranging, obtaining, donating, buying and borrowing.  Burrowing in cupboards,
shelves and attics, items long forgotten, archived, and even abandoned!

We all had fun working together and there was many a laugh along the way, so
here, in their own words, are just some of the team’s stories to share.

Jane knew a chap who collects lorries.....

Ally Greaves, now of Oldmeldrum, grew up at Tulloford and went to Tarves
School.  All his working life he drove lorries, starting at Fochel Mill on a TK Bed-
ford – he’s still among lorries, though now they’re beautifully detailed scale
models.  A passionate collector, he has very kindly allowed us to borrow sever-
al of his treasures, including some firms he’s worked for over the years. Two of
them particularly will be remembered around the Tarves area  –  a North East-
ern Farmers grain lorry, collecting barley or wheat from local farms.  The other
is a tanker which used to be based at Glen Garioch in Oldmeldrum.  It took
waste water from the distillery up to the Bullars o’ Buchan for discharge into the
sea, all long before it would become an environmental issue..... Rumours per-
sist though that fish taken thereabouts were extra tasty!!        Thanks for the
shottie, Ally!

Norman’s attic and garage are proof that one man’s junk is another man’s
treasure.....

Unable to chuck out Dinky toys, Tri-ang model railway kit, and other stuff, the
only challenge in producing these boys’ toys for the display was finding the
boxes.  Turns out that some of them were also in my brother’s attic – in Kirrie-
muir!  Good excuse for a family get-together in Stonehaven, a fine lunch at the
Ship Inn, and transfer of goodies, including some Meccano.  Not having built up
Meccano for (?) decades, I decided to have a go straight away.  Lost track of
time, and found it to be 2a.m. and not very far on. A second stint into the wee
small hours resulted in some kind of pick-up truck, vaguely 1930’s-ish, loaded
with spare part wheels and stuff.  Great fun, the only complaint being shredded
finger tips from the surprisingly sharp wee nuts and bolts.....
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Fran and Keith were in the attic.....

Keith’s boyhood collection of Corgi cars was too large to be displayed, so a
few favourites were chosen, Keith’s best being a Rolls Royce Silver Shadow,
with windows, suspension, and still sporting its tiny bonnet mascot. Some-
how they’d nearly all kept their boxes – a very careful owner!  Hornby Dublo
locomotives were also found and carefully unwrapped – The Duchess of
Hamilton and The Duchess of Atholl are pleased to visit the Heritage Muse-
um, maybe having heard of us after Prince Edward’s visit last year?  Some of
Norman’s Tri-ang trucks joined the Hornby models and accessories to show
just a little of what was a hugely popular hobby through the 1950’s. Fran also
arranged for the loan of a Mamod Traction engine – every boy’s dream toy –
live steam! Fire! Danger! Fun! There’s also a large marionette of Muffin the
Mule – BBC’s first children’s Superstar, from 1947-1955. Who will remember
Annette Mills singing at her grand piano, Muffin trotting on its lid?

We don’t have space to describe the many more exhibits – next TBC for
sure, but we must turn to the Farm Kitchen – a display we’re very proud of,
and the result of a huge combined effort from Fran, Jane, John, Lindsay,
Moira, Ruth, Ian and Danny, ranging from Tarves to Banff and Gardens-
town.....  Norman got a look in with more ‘junk’ from his attic, and Karen
Cooper-Bonner came up with a pair of Belfast sinks!

Planning the display revealed the need for certain items such as those sinks,
a press, maybe a cooker, shelves, and lots of set dressing from our own re-
sources.  Tasks were allocated, and this is where Ian and Danny take up part
of their story.....

We visited Karen’s newly acquired but very old house to look at other items,
but found the ideal sinks in the kitchen/washhouse, though not exactly in
prime condition – she was glad to donate them.  The first major acquisition!
Much grunting, groaning, and just a few choice words later, they were on
their way to restoration and installation, along with an Acme mangle.

Hunting for a press on Facebook marketplace, I found instead a superb old
blue-enamelled cast iron electric cooker, spot-on for age.  Located in Banff,
or so the listing said, negotiations for the cooker were successful, and we
duly set off for Harbour Road in my truck. Much touring round Banff failed to
find a Harbour Road, but a friendly local put us right “there’s nae a Harbour
Road in Banff-it’s in Gardenstown”!!

It was a lovely run to Gardenstown.....   By now our appointed time had been
missed, and the vendor had gone off to feed her horses – a new arrange-
ment was made, and to while away the time, we hear that Ian and Danny had
a wander round on what was a lovely day.  They are now on the tourist pro-
motion board for the village, declaring it a stunning location and well worth a
visit!
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On meeting up with the vendor, what hadn’t maybe been appreciated was
that the cooker was three floors up.  Nonetheless, our heroes completed the
deal, and commenced – again – grunting, groaning, and uttering a few more
choice words.....   Loaded up at last we regretted that Gardenstown seemed
to be ‘dry’, as we by now certainly were – very.  Time was, however against
us when, lo and behold, we spotted a pub as we left the village – not even
time for a swift refreshment – the only real blot on the day’s excitements.

At last, back in Tarves, Fran and Jane were patiently (?) waiting for us – as
they said, little realising, “you’ve been an affa lang time getting to Banff and
back”

A modest amount more grunting and groaning, and the cooker was fitted in its
rightful place.....

No room for a press after all!!!!

The Heritage will be very happy to open its doors to visitors as soon as may
be allowed – our visitors will be assured of a very warm welcome, and we do
hope you’ll enjoy the new displays as much as we have enjoyed putting them
together.

Regrettably the Tarves Heritage Project AGM has been suspended due to the
current COVD19 pandemic however we will give notice of the new date by
public notice.

In the meantime, stay safe and well and I hope you have as good a summer
as possible.

Norman Glen
Tarves Heritage Chair

● Heritage draw results for May are on page 34

Pictures of some of the items on display in the Heritage Centre
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Sinclair C5 Colouring competition

We are currently running a colouring competition in our
village of Tarves / Aberdeenshire, where children are
encouraged to take part.  All they have to do is colour in
one of our Sinclair C5 picture's and add their own per-
sonal touch, if they wish.  And they have the chance of
winning some sweet treat bags, from Hey Sweetie Shop
in Ellon.
All we have asked is for a small donation, which will be
doubled at the end and divided between our 4 chosen
charities.

:Hamish Dear's Warm Hugs: Kayleigh's Wee Stars
 Abbie's Sparkle Foundation :Shirley's Space

We have been overwhelmed with the response we have received so far, and there are lots of
entries still to go out and come back to us.
All the pictures are laminated and affixed to our front garden fence, at 19 Braiklay Av, where
people can stop and have a look at the children's amazing work.
We have also had two Emmerdale actors record a wee video on our behalf, to encourage peo-
ple to get involved.  For more information please get in touch on jigesund@rwgroup.com.

Knitted bands to ease the
wearing of face masks, scrubs
made from a duvet cover,  a
scrubs draw-string bag and a

fun face mask.

See more pictures on page 55

Parish pastimes during lockdown
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TARVES PLAYGOUP
Hi Everyone

We were having a busy term as usual with lots of
planting of seeds, painting, baking, counting, sing-
ing, being creative using various different resourc-
es, welcoming new children and families, planning
Easter activities etc. but sadly had to close on Fri-
day 20th March due to the COVID-19 Pandemic.
We are using our Facebook group and emails to
keep in touch, posting pictures and stories of what
our children are getting up to.  It’s not the same as attending playgroup but
puts a smile on our faces seeing all the boys and girls having fun.  What will
the new norm be like when the time comes to reopen, this is a question
we’re all asking; we will be following all guidance given to us and will keep
everyone informed as soon as we have a plan.  If you’d like to contact play-
group please do so at tarvesplaygroup@live.co.uk

Our fundraising was going really well until COVID-19 put a stop to it, but
everyone’s safety comes first.  We had to cancel our yearly Soup and
Sweet however we went ahead with the raffle.  A huge thank you to every-
one involved in this, we raised over £1200 in sales.  We also have had to
cancel our 80’s Disco but as this seemed very popular, we would hope to
hold it once it is safe to do so.

Nothing will stop our fundraisers, so we are currently doing as much fund-
raising as possible on Facebook.  So far, the response to them has been
amazing.  We can’t thank our local community enough for all the support
you give us.  It really is truly appreciated.  Please keep a look out on Face-
book.  We are following social distancing rules and payments are accepted
via PayPal.  If you have any fundraising ideas please do get in touch with
our fundraisers at tarvesplaygroupfundraising@outlook.com

We would like to give the Tarves People Party a BIG thank you for their
kind donation.  We will consult with our parents before making a decision
on what to spend it on, we have many ideas already!

In our last article we spoke about the extension of hours, but unfortunately
things are very much up in the air with this due to current circumstances but
we will keep our parents informed as and when we hear.

As a registered charity we are planning our Annual General Meeting
(AGM).  This will take place via ZOOM this year.  We will be recruiting a
new committee, you do not need to have a child in playgroup to be part of
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Hello from Messy Church
We hope you are all well and coping with the present situation.

Our Messy Church team has been busy finding things for you to do over
the past few months. Hopefully you have enjoyed the art and crafts activi-
ties and that you have had fun completing them with all the family.

We know this situation won't last forever but we want you to know that
you are in our thoughts and prayers.

Messy Church will meet again as soon as it is
possible, hopefully before the end of the year.

Please watch the Messy Church website for up
to date information and more activities.

God Bless

Messy Church Team.

our committee. So if anyone is interested in joining the committee please do
get in touch for more information at tarvesplaygroupchair@outlook.com

With a lot of our children moving up to Tarves Nursery in August, we have
spaces available in the new term.  We provide day care of children aged
from 2 years to not yet attending primary school.  In partnership with the
local authority we provide funded pre-school education for children aged
from three to five years and also have funded places for eligible two year
olds.  Funded and non-funded places are still available so if you’d like more
information on joining the group please email tarvessecretary@outlook.com

The Baby and Toddler Group is also closed just now but will hopefully reo-
pen in August. It will run during term time on a Thursday from 1.15-3pm in
the Youth Hall, Tarves.  All are welcome with children up to pre-school age.
A great way to get to know other parents/carers and for the children to play
and learn.  Snack for the children and a cuppa for the parent/carer is also
provided.  No need to book just come along.  We are looking for a new Tod-
dler Representative to run the group.  If you’d like more info please email
tarvestoddlers@outlook.com

Regards

Loretta Ross & Claire Stephen

Co-Chairs
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News from The Hut
The Hut Youth Project meet on Mondays 7-9pm for local youth aged 12-25 (behind the
Primary School)

After an active and well attended beginning to the year enjoying a variety of activities
but mostly food related, we were as disappointed as everyone to have to close our
doors in line with government guidelines, especially at a time when we normally get to
make the most of the nicer weather and lighter evenings with BBQs, rounders in the
park and usually a water fight or two!  Supporting Tarves Primary School fete is always
a highlight this term and we were looking forward to welcoming the P7s as part of their
transition program.

Despite our lack of face to face meetings, we have been trying to support our young
people remotely by signposting to relevant support groups during these difficult times,
in particular Aberdeenshire Youth Voice Response Team who have developed a re-
sponse number for young people to access support if they are feeling anxious, worried
or need a chat to someone through this time. Tel 01467 536 006 Tue & Thursday 2-
4pm & every second Wednesday 7-9pm. The central (WWYP) working with young peo-
ple team are also still engaging with young people digitally over zoom and google meet,
if any young people are feeling isolated and in need of a chat please contact either the
response number or email Tracey.christie@aberdeenshire.gov.uk.

We have also teamed up with Tarves Parish Church to support the Scottish Govern-
ment’s campaign to provide free sanitary products for young people. Please see the
article below for further details.

Government guidelines dependent, we hope to be able to offer some drop-in sessions
over the summer and in particular welcome those young people due to start the Acade-
my in September.

Stay Safe

Please like and follow our Facebook page to keep updated on what we are getting up
to: The Hut Youth Project Tarves.

The Hut Youth Project – Access to free sanitary products
The Scottish Government provides access to free sanitary products for students at-
tending schools, colleges and universities.  However, during these unprecedented
times, I must thank Sam Rawlins of Aberdeenshire Council’s Formartine Area for get-
ting in touch to ensure free sanitary products can still be accessed locally while we are
all staying home.  You can contact me at the confidential helpline email below to dis-
cuss your needs, and then to arrange contactless collection or drop off.
Huthelp2020@outlook.com;  Alternatively, The Hut youth project page on Facebook
has a private mailing section.  Please be assured we will observe the strictest confi-
dence at all times.

Thank you.
Your local co-ordinator - Suzanne Cattanach
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William D Massie
Funeral Directors
Est 1945

Family owned and run business
All types of funerals arranged
Compassionate and professional
service
Offering support, reassurance
and guidance
Golden Charter pre-paid funeral
plans available

Duthie Road, Tarves
01651 851205

maureen@wdmassie.co,uk
www.wdmassie.co.uk

Members of the National Association of
Funeral Directors

Mark Harrison

Plastering Services
Cairnhill Bothy

 Tarves
Tel: 01358 761438
Mob: 07801 385980

MUNRO SWEEPS

● Traditional & power
sweeping

● Cowels / bird guards /
nest removal

● CCTV check
● HETAS qualified stove installer
● Fully Insured

Member of the Guild of Master
Chimney Sweeps

Munrosweeps@gmail,com
www.munrosweeps.co.uk

Mobile: 07854669170

Tarves Heritage Draw -
May 2020

£100   No 97

£50    No 50

£50 No 137

£25 No 75

£25 No 90

£25 No 176

£25 No 25
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Ellon and District Men’s Shed
As we moved towards the second quarter of 2020, the threat of the Coronavirus was
upon us.  With so many of our members in the vulnerable age group, and some in the
highly vulnerable group, we knew that there was going to little option but to shut down
the Shed.

Before the shed closed, we did manage to help the Ellon BB’s with their iphone stand
project, the Tarves Brownies with their decorative Mother’s Day present and with
small tool boxes for the Haddo playgroup.

The flat pack furniture waiting to be built had to be processed quickly and arrange-
ments made for it to be collected asap. Likewise, furniture being restored for local
residents had to be finished and collected.  Members finishing off their own projects
also happened quickly.  We kept going until the trustee meeting on Tuesday 17th

March when it was decided the Shed would have to close. Government lockdown
was announced on Monday 23rd March.

We left our unfinished polytunnel with a funding application in to Formartine Rural
Partnership Funding for the Shed to buy a plastic cover and the necessary fixings.
Our 2 greenhouses were all prepared with benches, heaters, pots and compost in
readiness for the 540 plug plants on order. These were for bringing on for our plant
sale in the summer.

The plug plants arrived during lockdown and have been distributed to members along
with pots and compost for them to look after at home. The work on the Shed loft de-
velopment came to a halt, and the funding application to Ellon Rotary for help to add
an additional access door will not be processed, as all Rotary money this year is go-
ing to the food bank (which we agree with).

The Co-op Community Fund has provided the first payment for 2020 to the Shed for
the loft tables and chairs etc, and will be used as soon as we can. The Stafford Trust
have provided the money to insulate the Shed roof and this will be actioned as soon
as we can.  Overall, the Ellon Men’s Shed is financially positioned to get through the
lockdown, even with the cancellation of our April quiz night funding, our May open
day and the loss of donations from our regular Shed work.

We will have the Shed open again when current restrictions are relaxed, but expect it
to be in a different style in order to comply with social distancing, which could be with
us for the foreseeable future.  In the meantime, help requests from front line workers
are being managed safely. Our stock of workshop safety glasses has gone to a care
home which was short of PPE.  Our defibrillator has been offered to the local health
centre should extra units be required. There are also improvements to a wheeled trol-
ley for the food bank taking place.   We are all missing the Shed banter, but the jokes
and home projects being done are coming through on WhatsApp.  We will be inform-
ing all when we can re-open the Shed for members and have our AGM.  Please look
at our website for information also http://ellonanddistrictmensshed.blogspot.co.uk.
We are also in the midst of building a new website https://ellonmensshed.org/ , it isn’t
finished yet, but you can go there for a preview.
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Mike Beaton
Tel: 01651 851393
Mob: 07890 211895

Tarves Community Council update
During the lockdown period, Tarves Community Council are unable to meet at the
school.  However, we continue to support our community by assisting residents with
their queries and where appropriate, communicating with Aberdeenshire Council on
their behalf.  Planning Applications continue to be monitored on a weekly basis.

We assisted Tarves Peoples Party secure a grant from Aberdeenshire Council’s
Covid-19 Resilience Fund, which has been supplemented by a kind donation by CJ
Lang the owners of our local Spar. These funds have been passed to the “Care in
Tarves Community” team established by the Kirk and pupils of Tarves School at the
beginning of the pandemic.

Funding has been secured via Formartine Rural Partnership to acquire a poo bag dis-
penser for the village. Hopefully this will help reduce the number of deposits on our
pavements.

Information updates receive are posted on the “Tarves Community Noticeboard” Face-
book page. Please join us in thanking the volunteer administrators for the sterling work
they do by maintaining this page for our Community.

Contact with the Community Council can be made via the “Community Council Post
Box” at Spar or directly to the Chair Bob Davidson at tcc.chairman@tarves.org.uk
Tel: 01651 851112 or the Secretary David Hekelaar at tcc.secretary@tarves.org.uk
Tel: 07717564607

And finally, please continue to look out for neighbours & friends and help keep us safe
during these difficult times.
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Tarves Guild and Tarves Friendship Club news
Greetings from the wilds of Fyvie to all our friends in the both Guild and Friendship
Club in Tarves.  Like many organisations, meetings came to a very abrupt end in
March.  The Friendship Club had already had its final event of the session with a
Haggis lunch and excellent entertainment from Dennis Morris on the accordion.

 The Guild had its usual successful Soup and Sweet lunch, raising just over £700
for our funds after expenses.  This has meant that along with other income, we
have been able to contribute as usual to the national Guild projects both in Scot-
land and the rest of the world.  We also contributed to our own Church funds.
The Guild’s final meeting on 5 March welcomed Rev Sean Swindells telling us
about his involvement in the Luxembourg Ecumenical and Interfaith Marathon.  He
spoke with humour and insight on the experience at this and other marathons, fit-
ting well with our theme for this session – Companions on the Road.

The World Day of Prayer was held the fol-
lowing evening, with the organisation of the
service content by the women of Zimba-
bwe.  We were joined by Barthol Chapel
and Methlick visitors.  We also enjoyed
readings by Abigail, Maisy and Rowan of
Tarves Primary School, followed by family
singing from Michael, Trish, Patricia, Malvin
and Myles Maruwana originally from Zim-
babwe, and now living in Tarves. This was
the last time were able to be together as a
Guild, but we have some good photo-
graphs of an evening to remember.

Since lockdown, we have been living in a strange world.  We are fortunate to have
one another to chat to, discuss things with and have the occasional argument with!
We have a large garden which, with the fair weather in April, has kept us well oc-
cupied and has never looked so tidy.  Kitchen cupboards and non-essential be-
longings have been cleared.  We live about a mile out of Fyvie so we have quite a
few quiet lanes and footpaths to walk for our exercise.  Our food delivery via our
younger son arrives once a week and our brilliant postie will get anything if need-
ed.  So, apart from doctors, the chemist and the bank for essential business, we
have not ventured any distance.  The telephone has been so well used for chat-
ting to friends and the internet is invaluable for online purchases, mainly for the
garden and bird food.  We are missing our involvement in Tarves and the Church:
Wilf will be so pleased to get back to playing the organ.

God willing, we may return to some form of normality in the not too distant future.

Stay safe, stay well – with good wishes from Fyvie.

Jean & Wilf Jowett
01651 891081
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Methlick Scouts Centenary - 2020
Well, our centenary year is definitely turning out to be one to remember –
unfortunately, mostly for the wrong reasons.
We started off the year in style with our New Year Ceilidh in the Beaton Hall, Methlick.
A sold-out event of both the young and not-so-young ate, drank and danced the night
away.  The night was overwhelmingly regarded as a huge success.
In February, we were still able to take part in our Founder’s Day celebrations.
A good turn out of Beavers, Cubs, Scouts and Explorers marched to the Methlick
church, led by our own piper (one of our Explorers) to be joined by our counterparts in
Guiding.  The young people organised and ran the whole service. There were
presentations from each group.
After the church service, we held an open day at the Scout Hut where we had laid out
many old photographs and memoribilia from our 100 years in Scouting. The public
were encouraged to come along and view the photos to maybe spot a
father/grandfather among them!
It was at this event that we excavated the time capsule that had been buried
underneath the entrance to the Scout Hut during its construction. Although only 20
years old, it was interesting to see some of the photos and press clippings from the
time.
We intend to re-bury the time capsule at the end of this year, and lets hope it stays
buried for the next 100 years!
We received the sad news this year that our friend and Group President, Lord
Aberdeen passed away. He was a great advocate for Methlick Scouting and was
always willing to help with any events we held.  He will be sadly missed.
As we all know, the current COVID-19 pandemic has had an immense impact on our
society as a whole.  As a consequence, and in line with government guidelines, ALL
face-to-face Scouting activities are currently suspended until further notice.  This
means we are unable to have our regular weekly Scout meetings, but it also has a
wider impact: We have had to take the decision to cancel a number of the events that
we had carefully planned for our special year.
Our “Grand Day Out” to Landmark, our group camp and the annual Scout summer
camp have been cancelled.

We are still hopeful that we will be able to celebrate our birthday proper on 20th

September, but obviously those plans will be dependent on the pandemic situation
closer to the time.
It’s not all doom and gloom though, as we are finding new and innovative ways to
continue Scouting – involving online meetings and setting badge “homework”!
As a group, we have been able to take part in some “virtual” camping, whereby leaders
and young people camp at home (in their garden, or a den indoors). We recently were
part of a global event where more than 90,000 Scouts virtually camped – setting a new
World Record!  See photo on next page.
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The Aberdeen Arms is now open for takeaways from
Friday through to Tuesday evenings from 4.30-8.30pm.

Orders can be taken across the phone from 1.00pm
onwards on 01651 851214.  Please let us know dietary

requirements when ordering.
Payment can be made over the phone,

however we will also accept cash.
 We offer the option of collecting your takeaway from the
side door of the Hotel, or a no-contact delivery service.

 We look forward to serving you.
Thank you – from all at the Aberdeen Arms
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Information on the
Tarves & Barthol Chapel Food Share Group

The ‘Tarves & Barthol Chapel Food Share Group’ is a  Facebook-based
group set up in November 2018, to share food locally. This was done with the
primary focus of reducing food waste and therefore the damaging impact on
the environment caused by this food getting thrown away. Since then we
have shared the excess from our cupboard and pantry clear outs, fruit and
vegetable gluts from our gardens and often just individual items that we’ve
come across but we know someone else could make better use of.

In these challenging and uncertain times, the page can be used to support
the community locally. If people need anything they could post a request and
pick the item up as they pass by on their daily walk. Or, if they have plenty
they could offer out to the local community - just another way for the commu-
nity to continue to look after one another!

If you wish to join the Facebook page please search for ‘Tarves & Barthol
Chapel Food Share Group’. If you would like more information about it then
please contact Lindsey Taylor on lindseytaylor13@icloud.com

We also recently took part in the 75th anniversary of VE Day celebrations by holding
tea parties, baking cakes, singing 1940s songs and making bunting.
Finally, the whole of Scouting in the UK has taken part in a “walk to the moon”. All the
miles that we have been walking when taking our daily exercise have been added to
a grand total of all Scouts. At last count there was enough miles to walk to the
moon…and back!
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Dear Friends

Care in our Barthol Chapel Community during the
Coronavirus outbreak

We know this continues to be an anxious time for us all. However, it is
also a time when people are rallying round and are seeking to support
their neighbours, particularly those who are elderly or more vulnerable.  It
seems likely that the current situation may continue for a good while yet.

The BCCA and the Church are working together to offer support through
this period.  One of the big challenges is knowing who needs help, what
assistance is required and when.

If you need any help, or are aware of any situations which require
more help than you can give, then please contact either of us and
we will do our best to assist or find someone else who can assist.

Although services in the church are temporarily suspended, there is a
Sunday service on Zoom; for details please see the church article else-
where in this TBC.

If you would like to discuss anything with me, as your minister, please
see my contact details below or go to https://www.bartholchapel.com/kirk.

We appreciate Internet access is poor for many but if you can, please
check, and contribute to, the existing communication channels via any of
the following:

The Barthol Chapel website (https://www.bartholchapel.com)

Facebook (https://www.facebook.com/groups/BartholChapel/)

Facebook updates at
https://www.facebook.com/tarvesbchaddocoronavirussupport.

Finally, we are very grateful to The Rotary Club of Oldmeldrum who have
recently donated money to the Church/Community Association for use in
our community at this difficult time, so if there is anyone, or any family,
who would welcome such assistance, please let us know.

 We hope you stay well and stay safe.

 Alison Swindells                                                      Jonathan Boughey

Parish Minister                                                      Chair of the BCCA
01651 851295                                                         07799 133307

ASwindells@churchofscotland.org.uk
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Presly Pest Control Ltd
Independent Specialists

in all aspects of Pest Control for
North East Scotland

High calibre fully trained staff.
High-level contact.  No sales staff.

Contract work & tenders welcome.
Initial site survey non chargeable

01651 851234 spresly@aol.com

Mains of Auquhorthies, Oldmeldrum,
Inverurie, Aberdeenshire  AB51 8DQ

+ - MATHS TUITION
Do you struggle with Maths?  Are you flummoxed by

algebra or bamboozled by calculus?

Gain confidence with our personalised tutoring experience
for all levels of Maths in a patient and relaxed environment.

No question too trivial.

Email or phone today to book your first lesson, and let us
help you succeed

'*Online tuition available*'

Jane & Amy Collinson craigdammaths@gmail.com
01651 851233 DBS checked
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Barthol Chapel Guild
As we continue to make our way through the Covid-19 ‘lockdown’…, we are quickly
realising the importance of our friendships within our Guild group here in Barthol
Chapel.

The chance for us to be able to meet up in person joining in praise, prayer and friendly
chat is denied us all at the moment. But as with everyone else, we can continue our
links in other ways, albeit at a distance, and a word of friendship by phone or online
can keep us all closer together.

Within the Church of Scotland Guild, we are being encouraged to continue with our
thoughts and support for each other and for the work of the Guild projects.

We were recently invited to join in a virtual ’Soup and Bread’ lunch in aid of the work
being done by the Church of Scotland Social Care charity CrossReach. Raising over
£4,500 it brought together people from Shetland to Stranraer giving their support and
‘sharing’ their lunch. Photographs of everyone’s soup and bread looked so tasty, that
the idea of sharing recipes in a book to be sold to support the Guild projects has now
been set up and we are invited to email our own family recipes. We look forward to
sharing them at the end of ‘lockdown’.

We may feel a bit isolated without the regular meetings of our various groups and or-
ganisations. In the Guild we can still find links to keep us in touch with our national
organisation. May I encourage you to find these words of encouragement and com-
fort, keep up with news and participate in fund raising through their online Newsletter.
Follow them on Facebook if you can

https://mailchi.mp/churchofscotland/guild-news-12306050

May we all remain in each other’s thoughts and prayers during these uncertain days
and as ever, wish that we all stay safe, well and happy

Helen Mennie, 01651 806366 Helen.c.mennie@gmail.com

Update from Hanover Court
We are keeping ourselves busy here at Hanover during lockdown.  Firstly, we would
like to thank the Church and volunteers for their hard work in organising all the food
parcels.  Hanover residents thank you all for all the lovely gifts we have received.

We would also like to thank everyone in the village who donated wool to keep us going
and recently we were able to donate 96 items to the Church. There were blankets, hats
and scarves, teddies, baby cardigans for Malawi, plus hats and neck-warmers which
will be donated to local organisations in Aberdeenshire.  However, after all this recent
knitting, we are again looking for donations of wool so we can carry on with our craft.
Can you help?  If you have wool to spare, please call me to arrange a drop off or a
pick-up.  Thank you.

When we open up again, we hope you will come and have a coffee along with some
home bakes in our Hanover lounge. Thanks once again and stay safe.
Jessie, 01651 851958.
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Aberdeenshire North Foodbank
Although we are not collecting for the Aberdeenshire Foodbank
at the moment, their co-ordinator updates Tarves Church with all
their news.  Below are a couple of paragraphs, demonstrating
that we still need this initiative to help others.
Aberdeenshire North's four Foodbanks in Inverurie, Huntly, Ellon
and Peterhead continue to provide emergency food parcels. The
four Foodbank sites have closed so no-one can now collect a
food parcel in person and we have moved on to a paperless re-
ferral system.  Our referral partners email in requests which are
then packed from our warehouse according to the individual re-
quirements of family size, food allergies, need for pet food or
other extras (such as toiletries and sanitary products).  The food
boxes are then delivered on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays
direct to the client's home.  We have been hugely blessed by
getting help with these deliveries from British Gas and Sky who
have made available manpower and vans to assist, and we are
enormously grateful for their generous contribution.
The Trussell Trust published their figures for the last two weeks
in March with a soaring 81% increase in need for emergency
food, compared to the same period in 2019 - and a 122% rise in
the number of food parcels for children.   The number of people
who used our foodbank centres across North Aberdeenshire in
the last two weeks of March also rose significantly. We saw over
a 30% increase in the number of people we provided emergency
food to across our whole Foodbank with 100% increases in In-
verurie and Ellon.
There are Foodbank donation trolleys in Tesco (in Ellon and In-
verurie), Morrisons, McLeish's and Poundland in Inverurie, so if
you are shopping, please add something extra to your own trol-
ley, then give to the Foodbank trolley on your way out of the
shops.   Alternatively, please see the website
www.aberdeenshirenorth.foodbank.org.uk on how to make a
financial donation.
Thank you
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 Est www.scot-clad.co.uk cuminestown 30yrs
 1999  Exp.

LOCAL SPECIALISTS IN PVC
FASCIAS - SOFFITS - CLADDING

GUTTERING - DRY VERGE
Rotten timber removed

also High Performance PVC Windows and Doors
In a choice of colours

FOR A FREE ESTIMATE AND SURVEY
Tel 01888 544314
Mob 07801584588

4 MAIN STREET, CUMINESTOWN, AB53 5YJ
E-mail  stuart.scotclad@gmail.com
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Live Life Aberdeenshire Libraries
Our digital library can be accessed anywhere, at any time.
You can borrow e-Books, e-magazines, audiobooks, music
and newspapers. We also have a vast array of reference
and learning resources available including everything from dictionaries and encyclope-
dias to family research and study resources. These services can all be accessed by
our library members. Find out more here:

www.livelifeaberdeenshire.org.uk/live-life-at-home/digital-library/

PressReader is a free online service from Live Life Aberdeenshire
Libraries available from wwwpressreader.com. PressReader provides
access to current newspapers and a wide range of magazines from
the UK and around the world and includes the Press & Journal,
Evening Express and The Courier.

Access is available by logging in using your library card number and PIN. You can
choose to read from your computer, use the app on the mobile device and also down-
load to an e-reader. There are options to hear the text read aloud and to translate to
and from other languages.

Overdrive is a free download service for library members for e-books
and e-audiobooks. Available at
https://aberdeenshirelibraries.overdrive.com/ or download Libby, the
easy-to-use app, simply use your library log in details. Preferences
can be set for audience and format, making it child-friendly too!

RB Digital is a free download service for library
members for magazines and now e-audiobooks

too. Magazines can be kept as long as you like and there is a wide
range of titles; audiobooks are loaned for 14 days. Access from

http://aberdeenshire.rbdigitalglobal.com/  or download and install
the RB Digital App.

Freegal is a digital music download service which includes over
10 million songs from over 28,000 labels including the Sony Mu-
sic catalogue. Available for library members (age over 12 years)
to enjoy for free. Each week you can make 5 downloads. A song
counts as one download and a video counts as 2 downloads. In

addition, you can stream 3 hours of music every day. There is music for everyone to
enjoy including classical, pop, jazz, folk, rock and also includes music from the latest
UK charts. Just login at http://aberdeenshireuk.freegalmusic.com/index using your li-
brary card and PIN.
How-to guides: for video guides on how to access the above resources, and much

more, please visit https://www.livelifeaberdeenshire.org.uk/libraries/how-to-films/

Not a library member? You can join online at
https://tinyurl.com/AberdeenshireLibraries

Any queries about these services can be directed to: libraries@aberdeenshire.gov.uk
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All electrical work
undertaken

Over 10 years experience

Phone: 07828 242535
Email:   aduguidelectrical@outlook.com

Web:    aduguidelectrical.co.uk
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Tarves Flower Show
Sorry folks, but due to Covid-19 the Flower Show is cancelled this year, I
know it isn’t until the 8th of August but cannot see that the social distancing
and the amount of people allowed to gather in one place rules will have
changed by then.

We can however look forward to Saturday 14th August 2021, which is the
date that has been booked for next year’s show.  The Flower Show schedule
that was distributed with the March TBC magazine will be the one in opera-
tion for 2021, I do hope they weren’t all consigned to the recycling blue bin
and that you still have it pinned to your noticeboards!

In closing, can I just say that the gardens I see on
my daily exercise walk around the village are look-
ing wonderful with all the spring colour, really lifts
the spirits in these trying times.

Stay safe.

Sheila Ewen
Chairperson

Nkhoma knitting news update
Hello to all our knitting and sewing enthusiasts

We haven’t sent anything out to Malawi since February for obvious reasons.
However, our knitters are still making the best use of lockdown time to contin-
ue with baby vests/hats, baby hats/scarf sets, knitted teddies, and small baby
blankets which will be sent out when circumstances change.  There are also
some hats and neck-warmers which will be donated locally for use in Aber-
deenshire later in the year.

Lack of access to the shops and wool outlets are the norm right now, so if
anyone reading this newsletter has spare wool to give away, please contact
Jessie at Hanover (851958) to arrange a drop off/pick up time.

Sadly, one of our long-term knitters, Aileen Mackie, died in March this year.
Aileen had knitted 000s of hats, vests and latterly crocheted blankets for
Nkhoma over a number of years.  So many children overseas benefitted from
Aileen’s enjoyment of her knitting and crochet skills.

With everyone’s help, we’d like to continue donating knitting to children and
families in Nkhoma Hospital and here in Aberdeenshire.

Thanks so much for your valuable contributions - from Tarves Parish Church.
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Jane Thom Bequest
Mrs Jane Thom, was born at Craigdam, she died in the 1930s and left a
modest bequest which is now managed by a local committee. The terms
of the trust state that funds were intended to be disbursed to persons of
any age residing in the Parish of Tarves who may have a legitimate need
and would otherwise find difficulty. To date we have funded a wide variety
of individuals and would encourage persons of any age to make an appli-
cation if they feel they have a legitimate need.

All approaches will be considered and dealt with in the strictest of confi-
dence by the committee.

To apply contact Bob Davidson (Chairman) Tel 01651 851112
TCC.Chairman@tarves.org.uk  or nhsg.haddohv@nhs.net  alternatively by
post or self-delivery marked private and confidential to Jane Thom Be-
quest, CC Post Box, Tarves Post Office, The Square, Tarves, Ellon, AB41
7GX.

TBC - Tarves & Barthol Chapel Quarterly Newsletter
Final copy dates for 2020 newsletters
September 2020 edition final copy date – Friday 14 August 2020

December 2020 edition final copy date – Friday 13 November 2020

Reminders will be sent out two weeks and one week before submission
dates.
Items for inclusion should include name/contact details and forwarded to

Ruth Nisbet at tbc.editor@btinternet.com – thank you.

Aberdeenshire Council Early Years free school meals.
Please look at the website below for guidelines.

Payments will be made directly to a designated bank account if the
child/ren is an eligible 2 or has been an eligible 2 but is now 3 or 4 years
(through DWP criteria) or the family is currently in receipt of qualifying ben-
efits as listed within the form.

The Council encourages families to apply for this extra funding.

https://www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/schools/school-info/assistance/free-
school-meals/



53

ADVERTISERS INDEX

Business Service Page Telephone

Rev Dr Alison Swindells Minister  851295
Aberdeen Arms Bar/ Restaurant 40 851214
Artier Graphic & Web design 38 851774
Mike Beaton (MAB) Plumbing & Heating 36 851393
Jane & Amy Collinson Maths Tuition 44 851233
Diamond Sweeps Chimney Sweep 6 07594 634409
Jim Dow Pest Control      14      07778 579399
A Duguid Electrical 50 07828 242535
Michael Duncan Builders 2 01358 789562
Jill Grant Hair Stylist 18 851465
Grant Plumbing & Heating Oil Heating specialists 56 07720 444718
Haddo Estate Firewood 14 851664
Hall Bookings Melvin Hall - J Reville  07807 280913
 Youth Hall - M Barrack  851368
Inverurie Website Design Website Design 48 01467 809110
Charlie Ligertwood Joiner 14 07889 770250
Mark Harrison Plastering 34 01358 761438
William D Massie Funeral Director 34 851205
Massie Mechanical Services Vehicle Repairs 46 07719 452924
Michael’s Mobile Tyres Tyre fitting & Auto Services 6 07796 827738
John S Middleton Electrician 14 851662
Munro Sweeps Chimney Sweep 34 07854 669170
Presly Pest Control Pest control 44 851234
Rejuvenate Cosmetic Acupuncture 20 07714 421244
D & J Ritchie  Car Bodywork & Kitchens 10 843120
Elizabeth Ross Physiotherapy 20 851812
Scot-clad PVC products 48 01888 544314
SPAR Tarves Local Shop 42 851208
SSM Services Mechanical Repairs 8 07917 181093
Colin Taylor Slating and roofing 18 851395
Tolquhon Gallery Gallery 16 842343
E Watson Joinery Quality Joinery Solutions        38 07854105608
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Hello everyone

First of all, thank you to Naomi from Tarves Primary for her handwritten letter, meriting
a ‘Guest’ spot in this newsletter. This, along with other valuable contributions from
Tarves School, will be something to add to family memory boxes to reflect on in years
ahead.

Thank you – two small words but at this moment, they paint a picture far more than
any other verbal expression.  We all will have personal thanks to those who have
helped us in various ways over the past 2 months.  I know I will, and I just can’t wait for
the best café in the north east to open safely and share a scone sampling session with
them, all without having to leave this village.

We’ve seen the NHS and key workers being praised every Thursday at 8pm – their
work well understood in general terms, but the reality of how they cope day by day is
not quite as visible.  Rainbow, from Oldmeldrum, deserve thanks for encouraging cus-
tomers to make scrub laundry bags, so clinical staff can put bag and scrubs straight
into the wash at the end of a shift.  This initiative resulted 17,519 bags from across city
and shire being made and distributed within one month of the appeal.  Tamsin collect-
ed 300 scrubs from the Tarves area, including some donations from Methlick and Pit-
medden.

We have been very fortunate in the Parish with shops, businesses and services contin-
uing to give great service despite the circumstances.  A thanks to our advertisers too,
and in the weeks to come when guidance allows a bit more activity, I hope our readers
in turn, will continue to support all these local enterprises.

Aberdeenshire Council deserve a thank you too – from schools remaining open for
children of key workers, for teachers preparing online lessons, to online library servic-
es and for our regular bin collections.  The Formartine Community Planning Officer in
Ellon has been a great help in supplying hand sanitiser for the Church, liaising with the
Hut co-ordinator (page33), supplying us with leaflets on various sources of help, infor-
mation on Early Years meal payments for eligible 2’s (page 52) and also forwarding us
clear guidelines on carrying out volunteering activities during lockdown.  Helpline flyers
are available in the Spar shop.

The volunteering word comes around frequently – it’s such a worthwhile activity and if
helping in the Parish has been your first experience of volunteering, then I hope it has
given you a strong bond with agencies and people that will continue long after this.
This does include children’s and youth organisations led by volunteers – you’ll see
from the Brownie, Hut and Scout articles that there is still activity, albeit not face to
face at the moment.

Thank you to Catriona in Pitmedden for printing this newsletter, the TBC ‘production’
team for typesetting and liaising with advertisers, and then our delivery team for circu-
lation so that everyone in the wider Parish can read this Tarves and Barthol Chapel
Newsletter.   Its content assures us of a kind and caring and enduring community;
there is help if you need it.  Please get in touch and you will not be alone in these diffi-
cult times.

We will be back in September to reflect on how we managed, and what did we learn
from lockdown. Until then, please take care of yourselves, and each other.

Ruth  tbc.editor@btinternet.com



Parish pastimes during lockdown

Hearts for the
Hospitals

Cover up - Mixed masks

New Dunelm
single sheet - now

scrubs in
Leicester Royal

Infirmary

New Dunelm single
sheet - now scrubs
in Leicester Royal

Infirmary

Premature baby hats

A lovely woven
collage

Premature baby clothes and hats

All made with love

Now time to sit down with
a cup of tea and home-

made Yoda Cake

Scrubs bag
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CONTACT US FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

t: 01651 842332 / 01651 842849
m: 07720 444718
e: info@grantplumbingandheating.com
w: www.grantplumbingandheating.com

Oil Boilers Serviced
& Commissioned

Oil Tanks Supplied & Fitted

KITCHENS
BATHROOMS

BOILER CHANGES
CENTRAL HEATING


