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Welcome to the June TBC – delivered safely to your door by our volunteers

One year ago, June 2020, my editorial was a ‘thank you’ message to local businesses and
tradesmen, Aberdeenshire Council’s many services and the National Health Service at the
very top of the list.
June 2021 and the same ‘thank you’ messages echo.  We now have a much greater under-
standing of what we have had to adjust to, and why.  I am an inveterate ‘newspaper clipper‘
and saved news through 2020/2021 as usual, but I started a new scrapbook specifically
called ‘Corona Clippings’, where most of the articles focussed on maintaining our wellbeing
while living with the unknown.
● Our mind and heads - we can reflect on how we have managed contact with our families

and friends on Zoom, WhatsApp, mobiles and landlines – and happily there are those
who have family and friends very close by, so waving through the windows became a
new hello.  Keep a diary, write down 3 specific aims for each day and take some time in
an evening to reflect on positive outcomes on these aims and the ability to be in control
of our thoughts/minds.

● Listening to, and looking after, our bodies – newspaper/magazine/TV programmes con-
stantly recommend us to remain physically active as best we can. This can range from a
walk to the shop, a longer walk with a dog, a longer walk yet round Haddo, or up the Old
Aberdeen Road over to Tolquhon. We’re blessed with varying walking levels for all ages
in this area, with or without a car.

● Our heart is so closely linked with our mind, when we can’t mix but desperately miss.
Opening our hearts to our closest friends is a privilege, and the reverse, in listening to
our friends with their anxieties and vulnerabilities too. We need to spend 5 minutes at
the end of each day giving our mind, body and heart some consideration – being as-
sured we have done our best that day for both ourselves and equally important, for oth-
ers.

So, to lighten the recent restrictions and adapt to a different lifestyle, my ‘newspaper clip-
pings’ continue from the lightweight to the heavy:
● There are more Lego people that real ones on Earth
●  2 man-crew have ‘visited’ the deepest known shipwreck, USS Johnston, at 6.5km un-

der the Philippine Sea.
● Chris Packham has suggested that for every new house built, an apple or pear tree

should be planted in the garden.
● An entirely sobering clip came from The ‘i’ – as India has been running very short of ox-

ygen, NASA announced that oxygen has been produced from carbon dioxide on Mars.
To all our readers, please retain the good practices you have developed over the last year,
and practise a ‘kindness’ economy.
Stay well.
Ruth, TBC Editor
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The Manse
Tarves

E-mail aswindells@churchofscoland.org.uk
Tel 01651 851295

Dear Friends

Numbers, numbers, numbers!  Percentages, percentages, percentages!  Sta-
tistics, statistics, statistics!  Never before have we had so many figures pre-
sented to us daily for such a sustained period.  I’m old enough, and many of
you will be too, to remember the days before reference numbers became
common.  Names took precedence.  And many of us felt that as numbers
began to take precedence over names, there was a risk that we were losing
our identity – becoming dehumanised.  Yet over the last year many of us will
have been studying the figures, no doubt with concern over the huge number
of deaths and perhaps with relief as the total number of people vaccinated
has soared.

Of course, it is important to remember that behind each number is an individ-
ual and their family.  And to realise that perhaps there is something worse
than being given a number and that is not being counted at all.  I’m thinking
of the countless thousands, especially in India, Sub-Saharan Africa and parts
of South America who have been impacted by the pandemic.  We have all
seen the shocking media images from India of hospitals running out of oxy-
gen to treat people suffering from Covid.

In this situation, it is both a comfort and a challenge to read in the bible that
even the hairs of our heads are counted by God, and that not even a sparrow
falls to the ground unnoticed by God.  It is a comfort because it is a reminder
of the depth of God’s love for the whole of his creation, and of the eternal sig-
nificance that God’s love gives to every individual and indeed to the whole of
God’s creation.  But it is a challenge because we so often fail to give all peo-
ple that same significance.  We fail to grasp the biblical vision of a new socie-
ty where the well-being of all people, and of the planet itself counts.

A Report to this year’s on-line General Assembly of the Church of Scotland
reminds us that, although the whole world may be facing the same storm
caused by the corona virus, we are not all in the same boat.  Partner church-
es in India, Malawi and Palestine all report the devastating effects of succes-
sive waves of Covid on already inadequate and struggling health services.
Meanwhile the UK, at the same time as cutting down on foreign aid, is refus-
ing to part with any of the vast numbers of doses of vaccine that we have or-
dered but cannot possibly use.  Yet if everyone is ever going to be safe from
this pandemic, the vaccine must be rolled out to the whole world.
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There is a long way to go before any vision of a new and just future can even be-
gin to be a reality.  But I believe that each of us can play a part in bringing that
about.  As we move out of lockdown let me leave you with a challenge – “What
changes are you prepared to make that will make an impact for good on our
world?”

With warmest wishes

Alison I Swindells
Parish Minister

Tarves Kirk News
As I write this, we are anticipating Pentecost, the birth of the Church.  Pentecost
changed the disciples’ world and Covid-19 has changed ours.  We are also facing
changes in the Church of Scotland, as the General Assembly considers the way
forward.  Change is not comfortable for any of us, even when it is for the better.

Our work as a parish Church has had to change, adapt and become more crea-
tive in the future.  We have worked hard to support members and the community
alike.  Communication has continued with elders phoning those in their district,
letters to all members on important issues and the use of Facebook and the Kirk
website (www.tarveschurch.org).  There are also those valuable blethers that oc-
cur when we meet on our daily exercise!

Sunday worship with Barthol Chapel continues on Zoom, and if you would like to
receive the link, please let me know.  Once we were permitted to open the
Church building, we decided to offer the opportunity to share Zoom worship to
those who have no internet and the large screens in the sanctuary have enabled
this to happen.  Considering none of us knew what Zoom was, we have done re-
ally well over the months!  I am very grateful to the team who does the work of
making this happen.

As most of you know Edith and Bert Innes are now happily settled in their new
home and we wish them well in their ‘retirement’.  Over the years they have both
given a great deal to the Church and the community.  In particular we acknowl-
edge the work Edith did as a Church member and Elder.

We are also very grateful to Robert McGill for all the work he has done in getting
our financial processes into order.  Robert has now stepped back from this task.

Church business is dealt with regularly as Session meets via Zoom.  Thank you
to Elders and members for continuing to put your faith into action in very practical
ways at this time.

Looking ahead, we are very hopeful that the refurbishment of the Youth Hall will
be carried out over the summer, as the delays have been very challenging.  We
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are also working with our local grouping of Barthol Chapel, Tarves, Udny
& Pitmedden and Methlick on the shape of things to come and you will
hear more about this as plans develop.  Suffice it to say that we will not
be returning to the ‘way it’s aye been’.

Up-to-date news and information can be found at www.tarveschurch.org
and the Facebook page.

Susanna Bichard – Session Clerk:

01651 851345 or smbichard@aol.com
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The Hut
Under normal circumstances, The Hut Youth Project (situated behind the Pri-
mary School) meet Monday evenings 7-9pm for young local people aged 12-
25.   Unfortunately like for everyone else, Covid continues to disrupt our plans.
We are closely regulated by Youth Link Scotland and for a variety of logistical
issues, will sadly not be meeting regularly until after the summer holidays.

We were delighted to catch up with the current P7s who, in the absence of a
physical transition period to the academy, had lots of questions for the youth
workers and some current S1s about what to expect in August.  The Youth
work team look forward to supporting them further once they start at Meldrum
Academy after the summer.   If any young people are in need of a chat or sup-
port, they can drop in at any time or email:
Rachel.lewis@aberdeenshire.gov.uk

Covid restrictions allowing, Youth Workers are looking forward to hosting
some fun activity sessions in our local communities over the summer.  Details
will be posted on The Hut and Tarves community page on Facebook.

We are also teamed up with Tarves Parish Church to support the Scottish
Government’s campaign to provide free sanitary products to young people at-
tending school, colleges and universities to support equality and dignity and
ensure lack of access to these products does not impact on an individual’s
ability to full participate in education at all levels. During these unprecedented
times, we are making sure sanitary products can be accessed as easily as
possible. Please email Huthelp2020@outlook.com for confidential support and
to arrange contactless collection.

Stay Safe

Please like and follow our Facebook page to keep updated on what we are
getting up to: The Hut Youth Project Tarves.

Tarves Kirk Flowers

During lockdown we have tried as best as possible
to give flowers to those who have been sick, home
from hospital or the bereaved and this was all done
with money from the Kirk Flower Fund.

If you feel you would like to contribute to the fund,
please get in touch with Pat More on 851167 or
Doreen Brown on 851040.
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John S. Middleton

Electrical Contractor

Alan Middleton

4 The Square
Tarves
Ellon
AB41 7JW
Tel: 01651 851662
Fax: 01651 851527

Domestic : Commercial :  Agricultural
          1 Balcairn Cottages
          Oldmeldrum, Inverurie
          Aberdeenshire AB51 0EU
             Tel:   01651 873699
             Mob: 07778 579369
enquiries@jimdowpestcontrol.co.uk

www.jimdowpestcontrol.co.uk

Jim Dow
Pest Control

Tel: 07835 410690

● Moles

● Mice

● Rats

● Wasps

Charles Ligertwood
Joiners

Charlie Ligertwood
Rowan Cottage

3 Tree Road
Tarves, ELLON

AB41 7JY
Tel: 01651 851502 Mob: 07889 770250

Fax: 01651 851502
Email: cligertwood@yahoo.co.uk

jimdowpestcontrol

Haddo Estate
Firewood

Hardwood & softwood
logs available for prompt

delivery.

Please call

01651  851664
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News from the Square

I am back and so glad to see you all especially the little
ones as they go down Kirk Brae to Playgroup. A sign that
everything is getting back to better times.  And now that we
can meet in the Aberdeen Arms and Murly Tuck for a
meal, have people in our homes and especially give our
loved ones a hug, is all great but we must still be careful,
wear our masks in shops etc and no wild parties please.  I
will be watching you!!.

The summer bedding plants will be coming soon and when
they arrive I will get my trusty team in gear to do the plant-
ing.  We are not sure what we are getting this year but we
will try and make the village a nice place for locals and visi-
tors alike.

Wildflowers have been sown on a small patch below the Kirk Yard, in two cor-
ners of the Orchard and at the Braiklay Road / Duthie Road junction so watch
for them flowering during the summer.

In the meantime take care everyone, enjoy the summer, and give me a wave as
you go past.

Tarves Flower Show
Sad to say, but once again the Flower Show is cancelled for this year, I know
it isn’t what anyone wants to hear as the Flower Show is a real community
event.

We can, however, look forward to Saturday, 13th August 2022, that’s the date
booked for next year’s show in the Melvin Hall.

Thank you to everyone for your continued support and we will be back, show-
casing this community’s talents whether that be, growing vegetables, flowers,
baking, knitting, sewing, handcrafts and not forgetting the children’s contribu-
tions.

Stay safe.

Chairperspon
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Tarves Heritage - June 2021 update
Since the March 2021 TBC, we have had many changes to our committee.
We have a new chairperson, Alison Walker (nee Bain) who brings with her a
wealth of local knowledge.  Alongside Alison is another local worthy Danny Pa-
terson, taking up the post of Vice Chair.   We would like to say a huge “thank
you” to all the retiring committee members, who have given many years of
service, volunteering and sharing their knowledge.  We have also managed to
persuade some younger members of our community to join, and look forward
to their input and enthusiasm to move the Heritage project forward to the next
stage.

Sadly, in April, we lost one of our founder members, John Thomson, who will
be a huge loss to our volunteer team.  You can read a worthy obituary to John
after this article, outlining the various organisations where he had been an of-
fice bearer, and his dedication to the village.

A new Tarves Heritage website is being developed and we are hoping to have
it ready and populated soon for your perusal.  This will include local films pho-
tos and up to date information.  An introductory video on your arrival at the
Heritage centre is also in production; our Director Liz and narrator Moira are
putting this together.  We can’t wait to view it soon.

Tarves Heritage volunteers are working hard behind the scenes to make the
visitor’s experience extra special, for when we eventually open our doors.  We
have thousands of artefacts and documents to catalogue and store safely.
Lots of activity in this wee corner of the Square including painters, joiners, elec-
tricians, have all been busy bees working inside and outside the Heritage build-
ing.

In the meantime, we are delighted to offer The Murly Tuck the use of the Herit-
age courtyard, and look forward to seeing you all there enjoying the views and
the delicious tasty treats.

Tarves Heritage Secretary

Tarves Heritage 100 Club Draw –  May 2021
Well done to all our winners in the first 100 Club Draw of the this year.  We
have some spare numbers available at £12 each and allows you into the next 2
draws. If you would like to join, please contact Jane on 07790 129 781 for more
details.

£100. -  no. 106  £50.   -  no. 129  £50.   -  no. 118
£25.   -  no. 196  £25.   -  no. 185  £25.   -  no. 134
£25.   -  no. 95
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John Thomson
We were very sad to hear that John Thomson, one of our volunteers,
passed away last month. John was passionate about Tarves Heritage
Project and his enthusiasm and kindness meant that he always gave visi-
tors to the museum a tremendous welcome combined with a comprehen-
sive guided tour around our displays.

Norman Glen, former Chairman of the charity said “John spent over twenty-
seven years volunteering with the project and his energy and commitment
were inspirational. He would go out of his way to ensure visitors received
the best assistance when researching their family history. On many occa-
sions, John accompanied visitors around the Parish to look for remote
farms and abandoned crofts which had ancestral connections. John would
also think nothing of taking tourists to see Tolquhon Castle, the Prop of Yth-
sie and the South Ythsie stone circle.”

John also organised the Heritage Winter Programme of Talks in the
Queen’s Room for many years. He not only searched out and encouraged
a range of different speakers but would always be there on the night to set
out the chairs and welcome visitors, often giving the vote of thanks to the
speaker and never forgetting to thank the very important team of volunteers
providing the refreshments.

If anything required mending or painting then John would lend a hand. He
designed and built our WW1 Trench exhibit along with a periscope and
more recently he helped to create our 1940’s/50’s kitchen display. He also
crafted our beautiful donations box, a model of the Prop of Ythsie.

From the early days of the Project he was involved in the restoration of the
South Ythsie Stone Circle. He then helped to cut the long grass around the
stones each year and could always be relied upon for general maintenance
jobs around the museum and for keeping an eye on our oil supply levels.

As MC for many of our concerts and Burns Suppers his confident presenta-
tion skills and great sense of humour was central to many special nights in
the village.

John led an active life and was involved in several other community organi-
sations. He was a Trustee for Formartine Rural Partnership, Vice Chair for
Tarves Community Council, a member of the Melvin Hall Committee and for
a long time many school shows and village concerts relied on John organis-
ing the sound and electrics backstage. A keen walker John enjoyed the
company of the Tarves Ramblers for many years and indeed he wrote our
first “walk around Tarves”, for the Heritage Project.
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Slating and roofing work you can trust
TEL: 01651 851395
14 Braiklay Ave, Tarves, Ellon AB41 7PU

Colin Taylor

Call Jill Grant on
01651 -851465
Or mobile
07790 336121

-
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As a veteran, John took immense pride in his
involvement with the Tarves Branch of the Royal
British Legion Scotland. He was frequently a
flagbearer at Tarves Remembrance Day Pa-
rades, helped with the Poppy Collection and
read out the roll of honour at the Kirk for many
years.

Thank you, John, you contributed so much to
the community and welcomed visitors to Tarves
from all over the world, we will miss you.

John on a Tarves
Ramblers walk

Having a rest in Tarves
Heritage Courtyard
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● John working on Heritage’s latest display kitchen

● Donations “Prop” made by John

● The World War 1 exhibition corner created by John

● Les Donaldson & John in Heritage Courtyard
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Tarves Guild

We are delighted to report that Pitmedden Guild will be joining with Tarves Guild
and we look forward to welcoming them when we start again in October - if the
easing of lockdown goes to plan.  Their membership numbers were declining
and we very much look forward to their fresh ideas on speakers and fundraising,
I do try to keep in touch with members by telephone and Doreen keeps every-
one on email up to date with the latest Guild news.

It is with sadness we have to report the death of one of our members, Connie
Nicol.  She was one of our most faithful members, well known in the village and
will be fondly remembered and sadly missed by many.  She was also a long
time member of The Friendship Club and served on the committee for many
years.

(Still out in the wilds of Fyvie)

News from Hanover Court
Hello everyone,
We are coping well here at Hanover, despite Covid and we keep in touch with
family and friends by newsletter, phone calls or from a distance, and neigh-
bours do keep an eye on each other.

We are still doing our knitting for charities, so if anyone would like to do some
knitting, please give me a call regarding patterns/wool.  Unfortunately, al-
though restrictions are easing, we are sorry to report we can’t open our knit-
ting group on Tuesday afternoons yet; we’ll just have to be patient.

Our next project will be to get some annuals for the pots round about the com-
plex and front garden to keep George occupied looking after them.  We
haven’t been able to fundraise over this last year, so if anyone would like to
donate some brightly coloured annuals for our communal tubs, please get in
touch with me.  They really do lift our spirits and brighten up our surroundings
over the summer months.

Please take care everyone, and hope you will all support
us once we are open up again.

Thank you

01651 851958
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William D Massie
Funeral Directors
Est 1945

Family owned and run business
All types of funerals arranged
Compassionate and professional
service
Offering support, reassurance
and guidance
Golden Charter pre-paid funeral
plans available

Duthie Road, Tarves
01651 851205

maureen@wdmassie.co,uk
www.wdmassie.co.uk

Members of the National Association of
Funeral Directors

MUNRO SWEEPS

● Traditional & power
sweeping

● Cowels / bird
guards / nest re-
moval

● CCTV check
● HETAS certified stove installer
● Fully Insured

Member of the Guild of Master
Chimney Sweeps

munrosweeps@gmail.com
www.munrosweeps.co.uk

Mobile: 07854669170

Mark Harrison

Plastering Services
Cairnhill Bothy

 Tarves
Tel: 01358 761428
Mob: 07801 385980
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Knitting update
Hello everyone with news on knitting from Tarves & Barthol Chapel and the wider
Aberdeenshire area

The knitters have all put time to good use these past few months, and various
boxes of knitting have been shared locally and much further.   Donations of baby
hats, baby cardigans and little blankets have been sent on to the Special Care
Baby Unit co-ordinator; they’ll also be shared with the various maternity units
across Aberdeenshire.

Ythan Valley Rotary work with Aberdeenshire Council on a family referral basis
and have a warehouse stocked with good quality, clean clothing and some
household items.  Numerous adult hat and scarf sets, hats and neck-warmers
have been donated to Rotary, as have many lovely knitted blankets for extra
warmth and these will all have been shared over the colder March/April months.
It has been quite a number of months since blankets went to Woodend Hospital,
but they’ve just welcomed 3 large bags of beautiful bright and also calming col-
oured blankets for patients.

For many years, the majority of knitting donations were for Nkhoma Hospital in
Malawi until local needs were identified too.  However, this year, 3 packed boxes
of children’s hat and scarf sets, children’s vest and hat sets, bright stripy baby
hats, cheerful baby blankets and little skirts were delivered to the co-ordinator for
Nkhoma for the next consignment.  The co-ordinator’s garage was sacked with
‘banana boxes’ from across Gordon Presbytery.  Each box costs £15.00 to trans-
port by lorry, then ferry to Zeebrugge followed by a long sea journey plus onward
overland transport once the boxes arrive in Africa.  Thanks must go to those who
sponsored a box this time.  If anyone reading this would like to sponsor a box in
future, please get in touch with me at tbc.editor@btinternet.com.  It will be later on
this year before building up more donations which are suitable for Malawi, and
transport costs would be very welcome.

Knitting can be handed to Jessie at Hanover (01651 851958), or I can collect via
arrangement – please email me at tbc.editor@btinternet.com.  Every piece of
knitting is welcome, and is a personal donation of both time and care for others by
those who continue to knit.

You’ll see Jessie’s piece about Hanover, no Tuesday afternoon knitting group just
yet, but these days will hopefully come again.

Thank you everyone.

On behalf of Tarves
Church
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Tarves Playgroup
Hello everyone

Well after a very much stop, start, stop year,
we finally managed to reopen on Monday 22
February along with early years nursery P1 –
P3.   Thankfully, we have gained a bit of nor-
mality for the children.  We are so grateful for
the outside garden which means our little ones
can be safely dropped off at the rear end of
the hall, and the garden entrance.

We mentioned in February that our fundraising
team has been compiling a recipe book - well it’s finally here and it is
amazing.  Well done team, and thanks to all the local businesses who
supported us.   There are lots of delicious recipes, local business ads and
some handy artwork from our children.  The recipe books are £10 each
with 100% of the profits going towards Tarves Playgroup and Toddlers,
who both rely on fundraising to remain open.

Please email Kym at tarvesplaygroupfundraising@outlook.com if you
would like to buy a copy, and she will get back to you with details on how
to purchase this.  Hopefully by the time this article goes to print, they will
be available in our shops.  A big ‘thanks’ in advance for your welcome
support.

We had a surprise visit from a “real digger” with Ian Massie the other day.
It was a WOW factor and it kept the children occupied watching him dis-
mantle the old fencing and start the erection of a much-awaited new fence
to the border of our garden.

We said goodbye to Loretta and Laura, and hello to Lois, Jill, Dawn and
Ashley.  Loretta finally retired from playgroup and her position of co-chair
has been filled by Dawn Lewis. Laura, a staff member, was successful in
a career move with Aberdeenshire Council, while stepping into her shoes
as members of staff are Lois and Jill.  Lois had been our secretary for over
a year, and her position has been handed over to Ashley Golden. Thank
you, Lois, for the work you have done.  Good luck with new roles, and
thank you to those stepping into voluntary jobs and enabling playgroup to
run smoothly as we just cannot run without a committee.

We are in partnership with the local authority to provide funded pre-school
education for children from three to five years, and also have funded plac-
es for eligible two-year-olds.  If you would like more information, please
email Lois at tarvessecretary@outlook.com
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We have had lots of enquiries regarding placements and we now have a wait-
ing list for a few of our days.  We are also recruiting relief staff as it is an es-
sential part of running the team, having relief staff on hand.   If you would like
to join our lovely team, please email tarvessercretary@outlook.com for more
info.

As always, it’s a big thanks to our
staff for the hard work running the
sessions during difficult COVID times.
It’s not easy and looking ahead, this
could be the new ‘norm’ for quite
some time.

Co-Chairs
Tarves Playgroup

Tarves Primary School Parent Teacher Association
We’ve been able to communicate with members mainly through the Parent
Teacher Association Facebook page.   All parents /carers of children cur-
rently attending Tarves School are welcome to join this.

We met up a few weeks ago via Zoom to hold the School Council Annual
General Meeting, and the PTA meeting. This form of media has been a
great way for the school to communicate to the group about school and
council issues as not everyone has been able to get to the school for face-
to-face meetings.  However, a number of children are moving to Meldrum
Academy after the summer, so there is always space for more
parents/carers to join the PTA. It’s not a major commitment and the more
people that are involved, the less work each individual has to do to help –
that is when we do have activities planned.

Both the School Council and PTA team would like to pass on our thanks to
everyone who is connected to the school, keeping it fully operational at this
strange time.  There are no fundraising activities planned over the next few
months, but all going well, maybe we can get something organised in the
autumn.

PTA Chair
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Udny Climate Action – the story so far

The conservationists' adage 'Think global, act local' is reflected in the
rapid growth of area-based groups which have emerged in the last
couple of years addressing the climate crisis.  The North East Scotland
Climate Action Network has nearly twenty members, including Udny
Climate Action (UCA).

UCA was formed to 'support carbon reduction and other initiatives to
tackle climate change' by a group of concerned people in late 2018.
While those involved have their individual interests, none are experts
on the wider issues; we are learning on the job.

 Examples of initiatives taken are:

• running fuel efficient driving sessions.
• organising an environmentally themed art competition for the

local primary schools.
• producing an action plan, informed by a Survey Monkey

consultation with the community.
• planting trees (mixed native species), donated by the

Woodland Trust, next to public footpaths.
• canvassing politicians.

This spring, with financial and other support from Community Energy
Scotland, we published a booklet and ran an online climate cafe on the
coming changes regarding domestic heating and transport. As well as
exploring specific issues, the booklet describes what people are doing
locally. It was circulated to households in Tarves. It can also be found
at- https://climateaction.udny.org/2021/05/07/building-back-greener/

Help from all quarters, not just from within Udny, is welcome. If you
would like to join the group or become a Friend of UCA and receive
more detailed communication than is available on our Facebook page
(https://www.facebook.com/UdnyClimateAction/) please email –
climate_action_admin@udny.org

While greater urgency is required at national and international levels,
individual actions really do count. We need to embrace the changes
needed regarding waste reduction, how and when we travel and how
we heat our homes. We need also to ensure that no one is left behind.
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To avoid the mistakes of the 1980s, the transition away from oil must be a
just one.

George Allan

UCA is part of Pitmedden Udny Tarves Community SCIO SC045547

email - climate_action_admin@udny.org

Tarves Community Council
After receiving advice from the Formartine Area Office Tarves Com-
munity Council recommenced monthly meetings using the Zoom Me-
dia. The meetings are held on the third Tuesday of the month, if you
wish to attend please email tcc.secretary@tarves.org.uk for access
instructions. We have installed a Poo Bag dispenser in the square op-
posite the shop, a further two dispensers are due for delivery at the
beginning of June and will be located at strategic locations within the
village. Hopefully this will help alleviate the “messages” being left on
our pavements. The bags are biodegradable and can be placed in
any public waste bin. If you wish to discuss an item or concern with
your Community Council please in the first instance email details to:
tcc.secretary@tarves.org.uk and we will get in touch.
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Mike Beaton
Tel: 01651 851393
Mob: 07890 211895
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Tarves Primary School and Nursery
A warm hello from everyone at Tarves Primary
School and Nursery. We are excited at the
prospect of life returning slowly to some sort of
‘normality’ after such a long time. In the mean-
time, we will continue to do everything we can
to protect ourselves and others by adhering to
the Government Guidelines, we are not out of
the woods just yet!

Lockdown life for everyone was a challenge at some stage. Our staff,
pupils and parents were absolutely amazing – they all had to learn ex-
tremely quickly how to navigate and work Google Classroom which
was our main platform for remote learning. I am so proud of all our pu-
pils who did their best to engage with this new way of working, sup-
ported by parents/carers, who were juggling their own workload as well
as everything else that comes with home life! Our incredible teachers
and support staff held it all together and were working around the clock
making and uploading videos as well as hosting live sessions. This
enabled us to have some ‘face to face’ contact, but nothing beats be-
ing back at school in the classroom!

Moving forward, we will continue to use the Google Classroom plat-
form for learning as well as Microsoft Teams for our older pupils.
These tools have provided us with different ways of working and learn-
ing, opening up possibilities and opportunities for collaborative tasks in
a new and exciting way.

Tarves Primary School and Nursery have been working hard to
strengthen our wellbeing provision for all. In lockdown, we ran Mindful-
ness sessions for our staff and pupils, via Google Classroom, where
everyone embraced dancing in our living rooms, in front of our devic-
es, to start the day! At the end of last term, we held a ‘Wellbeing
Wednesday’ event where all classes virtually engaged in yoga, danc-
ing, breathing techniques and a colouring mandala meditation as well
as some special thank you treats for our amazing staff who have been
a real support throughout. As an Eco School, we have chosen to spe-
cifically focus on an aspect of Health and Wellbeing and we have been
fully embracing it. We are developing the use of our outdoor space,
including the transformation of our old ‘shelter shed’ to a new Outdoor
Classroom, Den Building and Loose Parts Play for all ages and stag-
es.
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We are one of a handful of schools in the UK to have a walkable labyrinth
painted on our playground. On the 30th April, we took part in World Labyrinth
Day where all pupils completed a finger labyrinth, guided virtually, so we
could have our whole school taking part at the same time. The peace, still-
ness and calm felt throughout was amazing!

The next activity is our whole school taking part in National Outdoor Learning
Day on the 20th May. We will be wrapping up warm, whatever the weather,
but fingers crossed for some Tarves sunshine to make it extra special!

Take care, everyone.

Lara Conn, Head Teacher
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The Aberdeen Arms is now open for takeaways from
Friday through to Tuesday evenings from 4.30-8.30pm.

Orders can be taken across the phone from 1.00pm
onwards on 01651 851214.  Please let us know dietary

requirements when ordering.
Payment can be made over the phone,

however we will also accept cash.
 We offer the option of collecting your takeaway from the
side door of the Hotel, or a no-contact delivery service.

 We look forward to serving you.
Thank you – from all at the Aberdeen Arms

Bar

Restaurant

Takeaways

Rooms

Tel: 01651 851214

For more details check our Facebook page
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We are delighted to be back meeting face-to-face with our Brownies (albeit out-
side and with snow in May!) and thrilled to be able to celebrate our fifth birthday
in person.  It was evening of celebrations with two leaders receiving their five-
year service awards and Emily and Ellie receiving their Bronze awards.  The
Bronze awards have been particularly challenging to
achieve during the restrictions of lockdown and we
are very proud of the girls’ hard work and dedication.

This term is being spent having fun re-connecting in
person and working on our ‘Have adventures/Explore’
badge; developing skills in map reading, compass
work, outdoor cooking, den building and learning
about the country code.  We recognised World Envi-
ronment Day with our annual village litter pick and had
fun celebrating World Bee Day by learning the bee
waggle dance (with much hilarity) and made bee ho-
tels.

Many of the girls took part in what we hope to be our
last ‘virtual’ county event with ‘Girl Guiding Gordons Summer Getaway’ filled with
fun internationally themed activities and challenges.

We look forward in anticipa-
tion to a degree of normality
and meeting indoors, with
fewer restrictions after the
summer holidays.     

1st Tarves Brownies (for girls
aged 7-10) meet on a
Wednesday evening 6.15-
7.30pm at Tarves Primary
School. Please email
Tarvesbrownies@gmail.com
for further information or
check out
https://www.girlguiding.org.uk
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A note from Elizabeth Ross
AB1-2-1 Chartered Physiotherapy

I have made the very difficult decision to retire from my physiotherapy practice at
the end of June this year.  As the clinic became busier again, I realised that the
tools of my work for the past 40 years, my hands and wrists, could not go on
much longer.  I would like to take this opportunity to thank all former patients for
supporting my small business.

i am continuing to teach Pilates and hope, when Scottish law allows, to be able to
resume Rejuvenate Cosmetic Acupuncture.  I started this business in January
2020 and had to close it in March 2020 due to COVID-19.  No cosmetic procedure
where a mask/face covering has to be removed has been allowed in Scotland
since then.  I hope it will not be long before that changes.

Any enquiries about Pilates or Cosmetic Acupuncture are welcome, please call
07714 421 244.

 Many thanks to you all
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 Est www.scot-clad.co.uk cuminestown 30yrs
 1999  Exp.

LOCAL SPECIALISTS IN PVC
FASCIAS - SOFFITS - CLADDING

GUTTERING - DRY VERGE
Rotten timber removed

also High Performance PVC Windows and Doors
In a choice of colours

FOR A FREE ESTIMATE AND SURVEY
Tel 01888 544314
Mob 07801584588

4 MAIN STREET, CUMINESTOWN, AB53 5YJ
E-mail  stuart.scotclad@gmail.com

SOON
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Ellon and District Men’s Shed – June 2021
We happily had our shed open
again in April although with re-
stricted member attendance and
concentrated activities in the gar-
den area to get the polytunnel fin-
ished and ready for use.  The
Scottish Men’s Shed Association
provided the Pathfinder distancing
monitors to be worn by shed mem-
bers and these units bleep if a per-
son distancing is less than 2
metres.

Our thanks go to the trustees and
members who have made a super
job of the polytunnel which has
allowed all involved to learn new
skills from each other and have an enjoyable time, which we all needed.

We thank the Formartine Rural Partnership for their funding award to help
with the polytunnel project.

Donated tomato plants have already started arriving at the shed.  We
have opened up our shed further in May with the restrictions being re-
laxed, but continuing with caution and in line with government regulations.

An unpleasant incident occurred in the early hours of Wednesday 5th May
when our shed was broken into. We were lucky that not much was taken
but windows and doors on our out buildings were damaged. The police
have made an arrest.

Small outdoor meetings have been held at the shed but we continued our
monthly trustee and members meetings on zoom and enjoyed the topics
discussed, while also seeing who had had their 2 jags.

It was advised to our Shed that our constitution needed to be updated to
allow meetings to be “virtual” as well as “in person” which has been done.

Bird boxes have been in demand and we purchased the wood for Jock to
make the bird boxes at home, thank you, Jock. Other homemade items
have been shared on WhatsApp.

Charlie has ensured that all of our workshop machines are ready to go,
and has also done a great clean out job on our store room and container.
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Presly Pest Control Ltd
Independent Specialists

in all aspects of Pest Control for
North East Scotland

High calibre fully trained staff.
High-level contact.  No sales staff.

Contract work & tenders welcome.
Initial site survey non chargeable

01651 851234 spresly@aol.com

Mains of Auquhorthies, Oldmeldrum,
Inverurie, Aberdeenshire  AB51 8DQ

+ - MATHS TUITION
Do you struggle with Maths?  Are you flummoxed by

algebra or bamboozled by calculus?

Gain confidence with our personalised tutoring experience
for all levels of Maths in a patient and relaxed environment.

No question too trivial.

Email or phone today to book your first lesson, and let us
help you succeed

'*Online tuition available*'

Jane & Amy Collinson craigdammaths@gmail.com
01651 851233 PVG registered and DBS checked
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Additional shelving units have been purchased and erected in the shed
loft to store our surplus equipment and materials.

Our water rate exemption has also been approved for 2021.

We completed the update of our Business Plan to take in our Shed re-
launch post pandemic and organised our AGM for Thursday May 20th on
zoom.

A full loft conversion for our Shed which includes a new roof has been in-
vestigated and plans drawn up, but the cost is high.  We have had repairs
done to our existing roof until we get over the pandemic and know how
long the council intend to let us have the current facility as they are re-
viewing the future of council premises.

A ground level extension to our Shed has also been investigated and we
are considering this work as it is more affordable at this time, and we can
do some of the work ourselves.

Our thanks go to the Ellon Fish Shop who have made a welcome donation
to our Shed.

The Stafford Trust and the Co-op Local Community Fund have continued
to be patient with the support they have given to our shed and the delays
in project completion due to covid 19.

Our good relationship with Ellon Castle gardens has continued and we
collected Yew tree cuttings from them to be used on our shed made deco-
rative items.

A gent’s bicycle has also been donated to the shed and it will be main-
tained and made ready for use.

We have been made aware of the “litter picking station box initiative” and
are looking to see what we can do.

We are also looking into the Woodland Trust initiative to plant a tree to
mark the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee in 2022 as this will be a community
wide event.

Terrific support in the past has come from the local community and we
hope it can continue.

Please follow our websites for Shed info:
http://ellonanddistrictmensshed.blogspot.co.uk.

https://ellonmensshed.org/

https://www.facebook.com/ellon.shed
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Barthol Chapel Scottish Women’s Institute
As we emerge from the lockdown, we look forward to good weather
and the planning of holidays.  The last 3 months have given us hope, but still
kept us apart for safety.

Communication has mainly been by zoom, but some contact was made by
telephone and by letter.  Invitations have been issued for our branch’s 90th

birthday party in June.

Our February competition was a flower display in an egg cup and despite the
snow, people did find small flowers to arrange.  A demonstration on a 3D cro-
chet granny square was given by Kerry Keys.  and this remains a work in
progress.

The ‘Country Comes to Town’ Craft Fayre is now postponed to 2022.

Our zoom March meeting landed on St Patrick’s Day and as agreed, we all
wore something green to mark the occasion.  Our competition was a jam jar
of spring flowers, with some real and some handcrafted.  We also had a St
Patrick’s Day quiz with a largely Irish theme.

The branch April zoom meeting took place on the Queen’s 95th birthday and
many of the group sported Union Flag colours, or other red, white and blue
motifs.  We also made 2 individual queen cakes each for the competition, and
these were also themed with crowns, flags, and silver balls.  A great effort
was made.  Jennifer Leys recited a poem called ‘A nod is as good as a wink’.
She then gave us an enjoyable quiz with a section on bygone days’ sweets -
such as Lucky Tatties.

In general, zooming has been successful and kept us going, however it did
exclude some members without equipment or those unable to take part.
There were also technical hitches that the host had to overcome.

On that note, I would like to thank Jennifer Leys for hosting the meetings to
date and for Doreen Brown who is continuing to do so.  I also wish to thank
Kerry Keys for hosting the special occasion of the coming of the branches
90th birthday party in June

Hopefully we will get to meet in
public soon but until then, we
will continue to zoom along.

Anyone interested in the BC
SWI should contact Hazel
Skinner at 01651 806888.
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Barthol Chapel School
● Head Teacher:  Mr Adrian Anderson
● St Katherines, Inverurie, Aberdeenshire, AB51

8TD

● 01651 267440

● bartholchapel.sch@aberdeenshire.gov.uk
● www.bartholchapel.aberdeenshire.sch.uk

We were delighted when all pupils returned to our school on Monday 15th

March after another lengthy spell away.  And, once again the Barthol Chap-
el Community have been outstanding during this difficult time.  A huge
thank you from all the staff at Barthol Chapel School goes to the wider
community for their dedication, perseverance, and support during another
difficult term in school.  We are grateful for the role you have all played in
ensuring the children continue to learn, feel safe and have a positive mind-
set.

We have been extremely fortunate that our Parent Council have continued
to support the work of the school.  We are in the position that we now have
one-to-one devices for all our pupils.  Each child has their own individual
Chromebook to support and enhance their learning experience.  Without
the hard work and dedication of our Parent Council, this would not be pos-
sible.

We continue to Risk Assess and update our guidance in relation to COVID-
19.  This can be found on our School Website
https://bartholchapel.aberdeenshire.sch.uk/

Several events/activities in school are still limited due to restrictions.  How-
ever, we are fortunate that all our pupils are safe, healthy, active and fully
included in the life and work of the school.  They deserve a huge amount of
praise and credit for the way they have all dealt with this difficult school
year.  As Head Teacher, I am extremely proud of each and every one of
their efforts, resilience and determination to make the most of the opportu-
nities they receive.
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The staff in the school have also worked extremely hard, particularly
when circumstances and advice changed suddenly.  From working in
school supporting key worker children from January to March, providing
online learning, completing paperwork and risk assessments and sup-
porting one another, I am forever grateful for the supportive, dedicated
team of staff I am fortunate to work with at Barthol Chapel School.

Term 4 Events
● Bikeability

Our learners are participating in the Bikeability Scotland national
cycle training programme for school children.  It is designed to
give our pupils the skills and confidence to ride a bike safely us-
ing roads responsibly in traffic.  Our learners will be learning
these skills on the road outside the school.

● Sports Day
Despite not having any spectators, we had a terrific time at our
annual sports day.  Competitive as ever, the children enjoyed
participating in a range of sporting events.

● School Trip
With the restrictions in place, we have been very limited in the
outings we can participate in safely.  This year we are staying
local and visiting Haddo Country Park to enjoy many outdoor ed-
ucation experiences, including the use of the outdoor classroom
at Haddo.

● Priimary 7 & Pimary 1 Transition
Our primary 7 pupils are now engaging in their many transition
activities in preparation for the next chapter of their school ca-
reer.  Our new Primary 1 pupils have been getting to know the
school and will part in an Outdoor Learning Session in our school
grounds.

Rag Bag Recycling Scheme
A reminder that we have a Rag Bag Container in our school playground.
The 'Rag Bag' recycling scheme has been developed to provide regular
fundraising for schools in Scotland.  The scheme increases awareness
about textile recycling.  Please think of us if you are having a clear out.
We can accept clothing, paired shoes, handbags, belts etc.  Just pop
them into a bag and deposit in the container.
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TBC - Tarves & Barthol Chapel Quarterly Newsletter

Final copy dates for 2021 newsletters

Articles to tbc.editor@btinternet.com please.
We are in the process of identifying alternative printers for future newsletters,
so advertising rates will remain as they are until the end of 2021.

Jane Thom Bequest

Mrs Jane Thom was born at Craigdam, she died in the 1930s and left a modest
bequest which is now managed by a local committee. The terms of the trust
state that funds were intended to be disbursed to persons of any age residing in
the Parish of Tarves who may have a legitimate need and would otherwise find
difficulty.

To date we have funded a wide variety of individuals and would encourage per-
sons of any age to make an application if they feel they have a legitimate need.
All approaches will be considered and dealt with in the strictest of confidence by
the committee.

To apply contact Bob Davidson (Chairman) Tel 01651 851112
TCC.Chairman@tarves.org.uk  or Julie Main gram.haddohv@nhs.scot alterna-
tively by post or self-delivery marked private and confidential to Jane Thom Be-
quest, CC Post Box, Tarves Post Office, The Square, Tarves, Ellon, AB41 7GX.

Care for the Community Foodbank - June 2021
We will continue to help households in the village for a few more months with
our local Foodbank project.  However, we will stop collecting donations in the
Tarves Spar and Pharmacy at the end of June but if you’d like to continue to
support the Foodbank organisation, please add groceries to the donation trolleys
in the larger supermarkets in Ellon and Inverurie when you do a main shop.

Thank you for giving over this last year.  It was so welcomed and appreciated.

Tarves Church

Issue 1st reminder 2nd reminder Final submission date

September 2021 Mon 2 August Mon 9 August Tues 17 August
December 2021 Mon 1 November Mon 8 November Tues 16 November
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All electrical work
undertaken

Over 10 years experience

Phone: 07828 242535
Email:   aduguidelectrical@outlook.com

Web:    aduguidelectrical.co.uk
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Advertisers Index
Business Service Page Telephone
Rev Dr Alison Swindells Minister  01651  851295

Aberdeen Arms Bar/ Restaurant 30 01651 851214
AMH Services Air tightness testing 20 01358 761438
Artier Graphic & Web design 28 01651 851774
Mike Beaton (MAB) Plumbing & Heating 26 01651 851393
Cafe48 Cafe 45 01651 842346
Jane & Amy Collinson Maths Tuition 36 01651 851233
Coffee Apothecary Cafe - Ellon & 51 01358 721946
            Pitmedden 51 01651 842253
Diamond Sweeps Chimney Sweep 30 07594 634409
Dinneswood Garage Vehicle  Repairs 34 01651 851833
Jim Dow Pest Control    10    07778 579399
A Duguid Electrical 44 07828 242535
Michael Duncan Builders 2 01358 789562
Jill Grant Hair Stylist 16 01651 851465
Grant Plumbing & Heating Oil Heating specialists 52 07720 444718
Haddo Estate Firewood 10 01651 851664
Hall Bookings Melvin Hall - J Reville  07807 280913
 Youth Hall - S Bichard  01651 851345
Inverurie Website Design Website Design 45 01467 809110
Charlie Ligertwood Joiner 10 07889 770250
Mark Harrison Plastering  20 01358 761438
William D Massie Funeral Director 20 01651 851205
Massie Mechanical Services Vehicle Repairs 38 07719 452924
Miichael’s Mobile Tyres Tyre fitting & Auto Services 6 07796 827738
John S Middleton Electrician 10 01651 851662
Munro Sweeps Chimney Sweep 20 07854 669170
Murly Tuck Cafe 6 01651 851489
Presly Pest Control Pest control 36 01651 851234
Rejuvenate Cosmetic Acupuncture 33 07714 421244
D & J Ritchie  Car Bodywork & Kitchens 8 01651 843120
Scot-clad PVC products 34 01888 544314
SPAR Tarves Local Shop 32 01651 851208
SSM Services Mechanical Repairs 14 07917 181093
Tarves Elite Tiling Wall & Floor tiling 42 07715 300590
Colin Taylor Slating and roofing 16 01651 851395
Tolquhon Gallery Gallery 12 01651 842343
E Watson Joinery Quality Joinery Solutions        28 07854105608
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CONTACT US FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

t: 01651 842332 / 01651 842849
m: 07720 444718
e: info@grantplumbingandheating.co.uk
w: www.grantplumbingandheating.co.uk

Oil Boilers Serviced
& Commissioned

Oil Tanks Supplied & Fitted

KITCHENS
BATHROOMS

BOILER CHANGES
CENTRAL HEATING


