
 
 

Barthol Chapel and Tarves Kirks 
 

 
Order of Service 

 
 
Sunday 16  July 2023  10.00am 
 

            
Call to Worship (Adapted from Psalm 65) 
Leader:  You formed the mountains by Your power and armed Yourself with mighty 
strength. 
ALL:  You quieted the raging oceans with their pounding waves and silenced the 
shouting of the nations. 
Leader: Those who live at the ends of the earth stand in awe of Your wonders. 
ALL: From where the sun rises to where it sets, You inspire shouts of joy.  
 
Praise 103  Fill your hearts with joy and gladness 
Fill your hearts with joy and gladness,  
sing and praise your God and mine!  
Great the Lord in love and wisdom,  
might and majesty divine!  
He who framed the starry heavens  
knows and names them as they shine.  
 
Praise the Lord, his people, praise him!  
Wounded souls his comfort know;  
those who fear him find his mercies,  
peace for pain and joy for woe;  
humble hearts are high exalted,  
human pride and power laid low.  
 

Praise the Lord for times and seasons,  
cloud and sunshine, wind and rain;  
spring to melt the snows of winter  
till the waters flow again;  
grass upon the mountain pastures,  
golden valleys thick with grain.  
 
Fill your hearts with joy and gladness, 
 peace and plenty crown your days;  
Love his laws, declare his judgments,  
walk in all his words and ways;  
he the Lord and we his people-  
praise the Lord, all people, praise! 

Prayer of Approach 
Lord’s Prayer 

 
Praise 340  When Jesus saw the fishermen 
When Jesus saw the fishermen  
in boats upon the sea,  
he called to them, “Come, leave your nets  
and follow, follow me”.  
They followed where he healed the sick  
and gave the hungry bread,  
and others joined them as they went  
wherever Jesus led.  
 

And now his friends are everywhere;  
The circle once so small  
extends around the whole wide world,  
for Jesus calls us all.  
In this great circle we belong,  
wherever we may be,  
if we will answer when he calls,  
“Come, follow, follow me”. 

FYP Update 
 
The Word of God: Matthew 13:1-9 
13That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the lake. 2Such great crowds 
gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on 
the beach. 3And he told them many things in parables, saying: ‘Listen! A sower went out to 



sow. 4And as he sowed, some seeds fell on the path, and the birds came and ate them 
up. 5Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and they sprang 
up quickly, since they had no depth of soil. 6But when the sun rose, they were scorched; 
and since they had no root, they withered away. 7Other seeds fell among thorns, and the 
thorns grew up and choked them. 8Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, 
some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. 9Let anyone with ears listen!’ 
 
Table Talk 1 
As a child did you have a favourite story?  
Why was it your favourite? 
Jesus used stories/parables to teach people – do you have a favourite parable? 
 
The Word of God: Matthew 13:10-23 
10 Then the disciples came and asked him, ‘Why do you speak to them in parables?’ 11He 
answered, ‘To you it has been given to know the secrets of the kingdom of heaven, but to 
them it has not been given. 12For to those who have, more will be given, and they will have 
an abundance; but from those who have nothing, even what they have will be taken 
away. 13The reason I speak to them in parables is that “seeing they do not perceive, and 
hearing they do not listen, nor do they understand.” 14With them indeed is fulfilled the 
prophecy of Isaiah that says: 
“You will indeed listen, but never understand, 
   and you will indeed look, but never perceive. 
15 For this people’s heart has grown dull, 
   and their ears are hard of hearing, 
     and they have shut their eyes; 
     so that they might not look with their eyes, 
   and listen with their ears, 
and understand with their heart and turn— 
   and I would heal them.” 
16But blessed are your eyes, for they see, and your ears, for they hear. 17Truly I tell you, 
many prophets and righteous people longed to see what you see, but did not see it, and to 
hear what you hear, but did not hear it. 

18 ‘Hear then the parable of the sower. 19When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and 
does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the heart; 
this is what was sown on the path. 20As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one 
who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy; 21yet such a person has no root, 
but endures only for a while, and when trouble or persecution arises on account of the 
word, that person immediately falls away. 22As for what was sown among thorns, this is the 
one who hears the word, but the cares of the world and the lure of wealth choke the word, 
and it yields nothing. 23But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the 
word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in 
another sixty, and in another thirty.’ 

Praise 606  Lord, you sometimes speak in wonders 
Lord, you sometimes speak in wonders,  
unmistakable and clear,  
mighty signs that show your presence,  
overcoming doubt and fear.  
 
Lord, you sometimes speak in whispers,  
still and small and scarcely heard;  
Only those who want to listen  
catch the all-important word.  

Lord, you sometimes speak in silence,  
Through our loud and noisy day;  
we can know and trust you better  
when we quietly wait and pray.  
 
Lord, you sometimes speak in Scripture,  
words that summon from the page,  
shown and taught us by your Spirit  
with fresh light for every age.  



Lord, you always speak in Jesus,  
always new yet still the same:  

teach us now more of our Saviour 
make our lives display his Name. 

 
Reflection 
 
Meditation of Philip 
 
Praise 363 We have a gospel to proclaim 
We have a gospel to proclaim,  
good news for all throughout the earth;  
The gospel of a Saviour’s name:  
we sing his glory, tell his worth.  
 
Tell of his birth at Bethlehem  
not in a royal house or hall  
but in a stable dark and dim,  
the Word made flesh, a light for all.  
 
Tell of his death at Calvary,  
hated by those he came to save,  
in lonely suff’ring on the cross;  
For all he loved his life he gave.  
 

Tell of that glorious Easter morn-  
empty the tomb, for he was free.  
He broke the power of death and hell  
that we might share his victory.  
 
Tell of his reign at God's right hand,  
by all creation glorified.  
He sends his Spirit on his Church  
to live for him, the Lamb who died.  
 
Now we rejoice to name him King:  
Jesus is Lord of all the earth.  
This gospel-message we proclaim: 
we sing his glory, tell his worth.

Prayers for Others 
 
Praise 622 We sing a love that sets all people free 
We sing a love that sets all people free,  
that blows like wind, that burns like 
scorching flame,  
enfolds the earth, springs up like water 
clear:  
come, living love, live in our hearts today.  
 
We sing a love that seeks another's good,  
that longs to serve and not to count the 
cost,  
a love that, yielding, finds itself made new:  
come, caring love, live in our hearts today.  
 
We sing a love, unflinching, unafraid  
to be itself, despite another's wrath,  
a love that stands alone and undismayed:  

come, strengthening love, live in our 
hearts today.  
 
We sing a love, that wandering will not 
rest  
until it finds its way, it's home, its source,  
through joy and sadness pressing on 
refreshed:  
come, pilgrim love, live in our hearts 
today.  
 
We sing the Holy Spirit, full of love,  
who seeks out scars of ancient bitterness,  
brings to our wounds the healing grace of 
Christ:  
come, radiant love, live in our hearts 
today. 

Benediction 
 

Notices 
Worship Arrangements  
Barthol Chapel and Tarves will have united morning worship services at Tarves at 
10.00am. This service will normally be accessible on Zoom. 
 
Formartine Churches Future Evening Wed 26 July 7.00pm Tarves Kirk 
As a step towards implementation of the Presbytery plan for the Churches in the 
Formartine Grouping, it is proposed that a union of the congregations of Barthol 



Chapel, Tarves and Udny and Pitmedden should take place this coming 
Autumn/Winter.  There will be a meeting held in Tarves Kirk at 7.00pm on 
Wednesday 26 July to explain the reasoning behind this and provide more 
information.  This meeting will be facilitated by Rev Heather Mikelson, Mission and 
Discipleship Development Worker.  All members of Sessions, office-bearers and 
members of the three congregations are invited to attend this meeting.  Questions 
from those attending will be welcome – while advance notice of these might be 
helpful, we will do our best to answer any that are raised during the discussions.   
 
Tarves Tuesday Coffee Mornings 10.00 – 11.00am.  All welcome. 
 
Pastoral Care:  Please contact the minister. 


